From: Westlake, Libby 

Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2017 8:54 AM 

To: Westlake, Libby 

Subject: E-Clips for 2/2/2017 


House E-Clips 

2/02/2017 



^IJDGE BLOCKS OHIO LAW THAT WOULD BAN SOME LOCAL HIRING RULES 

A judge has blocked an Ohio law that would have barred local hiring regulations for public 
projects, such as Cleveland's requirement that city residents get to work on certain projects. 


Critics slam Kasich's flat-funding of drug-addiction fight 

Ohio Gov. John Kasich stood firm Wednesday against charges from lawmakers and others 
that the state is not doing enough to tackle the nation's leading number of drug-overdose 
deaths, principally from opioids. 

Kasich tax plan faces questions from House panel 

state Budget Director Tim Keen spent about four hours in front of the House Finance 
Committee Wednesday testifying and answering a variety of questions about Gov. John 
Kasich's new two-year budget. 

Kasich says .state did all it could to land $1.4 billion Amazon hub 

Ohio may have landed three Amazon data centers and two distribution centers in the 
Columbus area, but Gov. John Kasich today lamented one that got away. 

Kasich administration makes final push to Medicaid managed care 

Gov. John Kasich plans to move the last group of Medicaid beneficiaries into private 
managed care plans, more than 150,000 mostly elderly and disabled Ohioans receiving 
long-term care services at home or in nursing facilities. 

The Daily Briefing: David Pepper. Tane Timken differ on which party 

HAS more energy 

The first joint appearance of Ohio's current major political party leaders was highlighted by 
an energy debate. 



Editorial: A checkup for fiscal health 

No one can see the future, but there are ways to get an inkling of where things are headed. 

IM^tonMyNews 

w w w y I # n a 11 f n m 

Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley 'considering' run for governor 

Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley says she is considering a run for governor in 2018. 

Kasich gives his take on the Wright Brothers. Trump and Ohio's 

IMAGE 

Ohio Gov. John Kasich seemed to be in a feisty mood Wednesday when he fielded questions 
from the press at a forum sponsored by the Associated Press in Columbus. 

Ohio Gov }oun Kasich reacts to loss of 300 Amazon tobs to 
Kentucky 

Gov. John Kasich said Amazon picked northern Kentucky over Wilmington in large part 
because the airport in Covington has plenty of capacity and the Cincinnati-Northern 
Kentucky metro area has the workforce. 


Ohio Gov, ^ohn Kasich proposes adding business experts to local 
school boards 

A proposal from Ohio Gov. John Kasich would add three non-voting members to every local 
school board to keep them apprised of the needs of the business community. 

New Ohio GOP Chairwoman T ane Timken's message for Kasich allies: 
'I will not keep score' 

New Ohio Republican Party Chairwoman Jane Timken pledged Wednesday not to retaliate 
against those who did not back her campaign. 

Ohio to appeal court ruling preserving Cleveland's Fannie Lewis 
Law 

The state will appeal a Cuyahoga County court decision that upheld Cleveland's Fannie 
Lewis Law guaranteeing that local residents get a percentage of work on public projects. 

'Right to work' won't be popular in Ohio, state lawmakers say 

As congressional Republicans consider a national "right to work" law, Ohio state legislators 
said Ohioans don't necessarily want anti-union legislation. 

Ohio's 2018 U.S. Senate race on track to be expensive: Ohio Politics 
Roundup 

The Ohio U.S. Senate race in 2018 is on track to get expensive. Republican U.S. Rep. Jim 
Renacci of Ohio appears to be on the path to run for governor. 










KAStcH: Losing Amazon hub isn't 'game over' for Wilmington 

Better job applicants and facilities led Amazon to choose Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky 
International Airport over Wilmington for its worldwide air cargo hub, Ohio Gov. John 
Kasich told reporters Wednesday. 



^ 4/ 


Budget chief: Kasich conservative on growth 

Gov. John Kasich has warned against lawmakers' using rosier revenue projections to justify 
additional spending over the next two years, but a legislative agency on Wednesday 
estimated that revenues will climb at a faster pace than his administration has predicted. 

TTie^dicatOF 


Vai.I.EY I.EfilSI.ATORS APPOINTED AS RANKING DEMS TO STATE HOUSE, 

Senate committees 

Three Ohio House Democrats who represent the Mahoning Valley were named as ranking 
minority members on committees in the state Legislature. 




From: Thawley, Roanna 

Sent: Thursday, February 2,2017 11:08 AM 

To: Thawley, Roanna 

Subject: DEADLINE EXTENDED Co-Sponsor Request: Public Sector Right-to- 
Work 


**Deaclline extended to Monday, February 6, 2017 @ 

5 PM.** 



Representative John Becker 

Ohio’s 65 * House District 

MEMORANDUM 


To: GOP House Members 

From: Representative John Becker 

Date: February 2 , 2017 

RE: Co-Sponsor Request: Public Sector Right-to-Work 

I will soon be reintroducing a public sector right-to-work bill. This bill was previously 
introduced in the 13E* General Assembly as HB 583. 

There is a national trend of states moving to implement right-to-work laws. With Kentucky 
being the 2/*' state to continue that trend, It's time Ohio steps up to the plate. All of Ohio' 
neighboring states, with the exception of Pennsylvania, have right-to-work laws on the 
books. 


This legislation: 



• Provides public sector workers the choice to opt out of union representation and 
dues. 

• Allows non-union employees to voluntarily make financial contributions to a union. 

• Protects unions from the requirement of representing non-union employees. 

• Appropriates $30,000 in fiscal year 17 for pamphlets and brochures. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation or have any questions, please contact Roanna 
Thawley at (614) 466-8134 or Roanna.Thawiev{^ohiohouse.gov . The deadline to co-sponsor 
is COB, Monday, February 6, 2017. Thank you for your consideration. 


n 






Legislative Aide 

State Representative John Becker j Ohio House District 65 
77 S. High Street, 12^^ Floor | Columbus, OH 4<3215 
(614) 466-8134 

roanna.thawley@oliiohouse.gov 




From: Hucke, Justin 

Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2017 12:32 PM 
To: Hucke, Justin 
CC: White, Bill 

Subject: REMINDER: Co-sponsor Request: Online Checkbook 


REMINDER: Deadline to co-sponsor is TOMORROW at 

5pm! 



To: All House Members 

From: Representatives Dever and Greenspan 

Date: Friday, January 27,2017 

RE: Co-sponsor Request: Online Checkbook 


In the near future, we plan to reintroduce legislation that will codify a state government 
expenditure database. This measure is identical to House Bill 46 of the 131st General 
Assembly, which passed the House of Representatives in April of 2015 unanimously with 74 
co-sponsors. 

Throughout the legislative process, this legislation had no opponents and attracted broad 
bipartisan support from organizations including the Buckeye Institute, Ohio Public Research 
Interest Group, and the Ohio Newspaper Association. 

Using existing authority, in December 2014, Ohio Treasurer Josh Mandel unveiled 
www.ohiocheckbook.com. an easily accessible, searchable database of state expenditures for 



our taxpayers to hold state government accountable for spending. The new website, 
arguably the best of its kind in the Nation, reflects the intent of this legislation, but it could 
readily be taken down by a future treasurer of state. Through this legislation, future 
treasurers, regardless of political affiliation or commitment to transparency, must maintain 
this important tool that already is providing more accountable government to our state's 
residents. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, or if you have any questions or concerns 
regarding its content, please contact Justin Hucke at 466-8120 or 
Justin.Hucke@ohiohouse.gov or Bill White at 466-0961 or Bill.White@ohiohouse.gov . The 
deadline for co-sponsoring this bill is Friday, February 3rd at 5:00 p.m. 



From: Thawley, Roanna 

Sent: Friday, February 3, 2017 9:09 AM 

To: Miller, Brad 

Subject: Press Release Review 


Hi Brad, 

This is a press release for our right-to-work bill that we will be introducing next 
week. We plan to drop it on the 7th. 

Would you be able to double check the press release at your earliest convenience 
for any changes or suggestions? 

Thanks! 







Representative John Becker 
Ohio House District 65 

For Immediate Release: Contact: Roanna Thawley 

February 7, 2017 (614) 466-8134 

Rep. Becker Introduces Right to Work Legislation 

--frees employees from mandatory union membership 


COLUMBUS—Representative John Becker (R-Union Township] today introduced House 
Bill —^ which provides public sector workers the choice to opt out of union 
representation and dues, legislation that is commonly referred to as "Right to Work." 



In turn, House Bill ™ also allows non-union employees to voluntarily make financial 
contributions to a union, providing the workers’ unions with an added revenue source. 
Furthermore, the legislation provides protections for the unions, freeing them from the 
responsibility of representing non-union employees. 

"House Bill - guarantees a public sector employee’s right to freedom of association, 
lifting the mandate requiring that they must subsidize unions or be fired," says Becker. 
"Under this bill unions are protected from representing employees who choose to opt 
out, allowing them to become stronger because those who remain will be the ones who 
are committed to their cause." 

Currently, 27 states have Right to Work laws in place, including all but one of Ohio's 
neighboring states: Michigan, Indiana, West Virginia, and most recently Kentucky. 

"The question is no longer if Ohio joins the chorus of Right to Work states, but when," 
said Becker. 

House Bill — also includes funding to create educational pamphlets and brochures to 
educate both employees and employers on the benefits afforded to them through the 
legislation. 

The Right to Work legislation now awaits referral to an Ohio House committee for further 
consideration. 



From: Miller, Brad 

Sent: Friday, February 3, 2017 9:19 AM 

To: Thawley, Roanna 

Subject: Re: Press Release Review 


Hi Roanna, 


This release looks good to go from a communications/grammaticai standpoint. 


-Brad 

Sent from my iPad 

On Feb 3, 2017, at 9:08 AM, Thawley, Roanna < Roanna.Thawlev@ohiohouse.gov_ > wrote 

Hi Brad, 

This is a press release for our right-to-work bill that we will be 
introducing next week. We plan to drop it on the 7th. 

Would you be able to double check the press release at your 
earliest convenience for any changes or suggestions? 

Thanks! 


<image001.jpg> 

Representative John Becker 
Ohio House District 65 

For Immediate Release: Contact: Roanna Thawley 

February 7, 2017 [614] 466-8134 

Rep. Becker Introduces Right to Work 
Legislation 

HB —frees employees from mandatory union 

membership 



COLUMBUS—Representative John Becker (R-Union Township} today 
introduced House Bill —, which provides public sector workers the 
choice to opt out of union representation and dues, legislation that is 
commonly referred to as "Right to Work." 

In turn, House Bill — also allows non-union employees to voluntarily 
make financial contributions to a union, providing the workers’ unions 
with an added revenue source. Furthermore, the legislation provides 
protections for the unions, freeing them from the responsibility of 
representing non-union employees. 

"House Bill -- guarantees a public sector employee's right to freedom of 
association, lifting the mandate requiring that they must subsidize unions 
or be fired, " says Becker. "Under this bill unions are protected from 
representing employees who choose to opt out, allowing them to become 
stronger because those who remain will be the ones who are committed 
to their cause." 

Currently, 27 states have Right to Work laws in place, including all but 
one of Ohio’s neighboring states: Michigan, Indiana, West Virginia, and 
most recently Kentucky. 

"The question is no longer if Ohio joins the chorus of Right to Work states, 
but when," said Becker. 

House Bill — also includes funding to create educational pamphlets and 
brochures to educate both employees and employers on the benefits 
afforded to them through the legislation. 

The Right to Work legislation now awaits referral to an Ohio House 
committee for further consideration. 





From: Thawley, Roanna 

Sent: Friday, February 3, 2017 9:20 AM 

To: Miller, Brad 

Subject: RE: Press Release Review 


Thanks, Brad! I'll take care of sending it out to media when we drop the bill. 

Legislative Aide 

State Representative John Becker j Ohio House District 65 
77 S. High Street, 12^^^ Floor | Columbus, OH 43215 
(614) 466-8134 

roanna.thawley@ohiohoiise.gov 


From: Miller, Brad 

Sent: Friday, February 03,2017 9:19 AM 

To: Thawley, Roanna <Roanna.Thawley@ohiohouse.gov> 

Subject: Re: Press Release Review 

Hi Roanna, 

This release looks good to go from a communications/grammatical standpoint. 
-Brad 


Sent from my iPad 

On Feb 3, 2017, at 9:08 AM, Thawley, Roanna < Roanna.Thawiev@ohiohouse.gov > wrote 

Hi Brad, 

This is a press release for our right-to-work bill that we will be 
introducing next week. We plan to drop it on the 7th. 

Would you be able to double check the press release at your 
earliest convenience for any changes or suggestions? 

Thanks! 





<image001.jpg> 


Representative John Becker 
Ohio House District 65 

For Immediate Release: Contact: Roanna Thawley 

February 7, 2017 (614) 466-8134 

Rep. Becker Introduces Right to Work 
Legislation 

HB —frees employees from mandatory union 

membership 


COLUMBUS—Representative John Becker [R-Union Township) today 
introduced House Bill —, which provides public sector workers the 
choice to opt out of union representation and dues, legislation that is 
commonly referred to as "Right to Work." 

In turn, House Bill — also allows non-union employees to voluntarily 
make financial contributions to a union, providing the workers’ unions 
with an added revenue source. Furthermore, the legislation provides 
protections for the unions, freeing them from the responsibility of 
representing non-union employees. 

"House Bill -- guarantees a public sector employee's right to freedom of 
association, lifting the mandate requiring that they must subsidize unions 
or be fired, " says Becker. "Under this bill unions are protected from 
representing employees who choose to opt out, allowing them to become 
stronger because those who remain will be the ones who are committed 
to their cause." 

Currently, 27 states have Right to Work laws in place, including all but 
one of Ohio's neighboring states: Michigan, Indiana, West Virginia, and 
most recently Kentucky. 

"The question is no longer if Ohio joins the chorus of Right to Work states, 
but when," said Becker. 

House Bill — also includes funding to create educational pamphlets and 
brochures to educate both employees and employers on the benefits 
afforded to them through the legislation. 




The Right to Work legislation now awaits referral to an Ohio House 
committee for further consideration. 





From: Thawley, Roanna 

Sent: Monday, February 6,2017 12:18 PM 

To: Thawley, Roanna 

Subject: REMINDER: DEADLINE EXTENDED Co-Sponsor Request: Public 
Sector Right-to-Work 


Current co-sponsors are Representatives Hood, 
Brinkman, Dean, Thompson, Vitale, Goodman, Riedel, 
Roegner, Merrin, Antani, Zeltwanger, and Keller. 

If you would like to join, please note the deadline is 
TODAY at 5 PM. 

^’^REMINDER: Deadline extended to Monday, February 

6, 2017 @ 5 PM.** 



Representative John Becker 

Ohio’s 65 * House District 

MEMORANDUM 


To: GOP House Members 

From: Representative John Becker 

Date: February 6,2017 

RE: Co-Sponsor Request: Public Sector Right-to-Work 

1 will soon be reintroducing a public sector rlght-to-work bill. This bill was previously 
Introduced In the 13P^ General Assembly as HB 583. 



There is a national trend of states moving to implement right-to-work laws. With Kentucky 
being the state to continue that trend, it's time Ohio steps up to the plate. All of Ohio's 
neighboring states, with the exception of Pennsylvania, have right-to-work laws on the 
books. 

This legislation: 

• Provides public sector workers the choice to opt out of union representation and 
dues. 

• Allows non-union employees to voluntarily make financial contributions to a union. 

• Protects unions from the requirement of representing non-union employees. 

• Appropriates $30,000 in fiscal year 17 for pamphlets and brochures. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation or have any questions, please contact Roanna 
Thawley at (614) 466-8134 or Roanna.Thawlev(aohiohouse.gov . The deadline to co-sponsor 
is COB, Monday, February 6, 2017. Thank you for your consideration. 


Legislative Aide 
State Representative John Becker | Ohio House District 65 
77 S. High Street, 12^^ Floor | Columbus, OH 43215 
(614) 466-8134 

roarm 3.thawlev@ohiohouse.gOV 





From: Derksen, Nick 

Sent: Monday, February 13, 2017 1:01 PM 
To: Best, Carolyn; Miller, Brad 

Subject: Fwd: Ohio School Funding Radio Interview All Sides WOSU - Tuesday, Feb. 14 
Attachments: image002.png; imageOOl.png 


Nick Derksen 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Lauren Jones < Lauren.Jones(aieoc.ohio.go\/ > 

Date: February 13, 2017 at 12:54:55 PM EST 

To: "Bob Cupp ( cuppb3(a)wcoil.com )" < cuppb3@wcoil.com >, "Cupp, Bob" 
< Bob.Cupp(5)ohiohouse.gov >. "Hildabrand, Dorothy" 
< Dorothv.H{ldabrand(5)ohiohouse.gov > 

Cc: "Derksen, Nick" < Nick.Derksen(a)ohiohouse.gov > 

Subject: FW; Ohio School Funding Radio Interview All Sides WOSU - 
Tuesday, Feb. 14 

Dear Representative Cupp, 


I just got this email and I'm not sure how to respond. 1 think they are 
looking for a Committee Member. Is there anyone who would be interested 
in doing this? Please let me know what you'd like me to do in response. 


Thanks, 

Lauren 

Lauren Monowar-Jones, PhD 

Executive Director, Joint Education Oversight Committee 

77 S. High Street, Concourse Level 

Columbus, OH 43215 

(614)466-5983 

lauren.lones@ieoc.ohio.eov 



From: Nott, Shyla R. rmailto:shvla.nott@wosu.org 1 
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2017 12:52 PM 
To: Lauren Jones 
Cc: Haley Phillippi 

Subject: Ohio School Funding Radio Interview All Sides WOSU - Tuesday, 
Feb. 14 

Hi Lauren, 

I’m the producer for AH Sides with Ann Fisher, the live public affairs 
talk show on WOSU-NPR in Ohio. 

We’re working on a show about school funding in Ohio following Gov. 
Kasich's latest and last state budget proposal in which he plans to 
increase funding by nearly $200 million over the next two years for K- 
12 education. 

The show will explore the history of school funding formulas and 
solutions for fixing public education financing. 

We’d like to invite someone from the Joint Education Oversight 
Committee to join for the first 20 minutes of the program tomorrow, 

Tuesday, February 14*^ from 10-10:20am EASTERN? 

S/he would also be joined by Harold Fleeter, a school-data analyst for 
the non-profit Ohio Education Policy Institute, and Greg Lawson, a 
senior policy analyst from The Buckeye Institute. 

All Sides with Ann Fisher Is a live, public affairs talk show on WOSU 
public radio with screened listener comments and questions via 
telephone, email, Facebook and Twitter. 

Best, 

Shyia Nott 

Assistant Producer, AU Sides with Ann Fisher 

WOSU Public Media 






2400 Olentangy River Road 
Columbus, OH 43210 

614.688.1750 I shvla.nott@WQ5U.orq | @WOSUAllSides 























From: Best, Carolyn 

Sent: Monday, February 13,2017 1:04 PM 
To: Derksen, Nick 
CC: Miller, Brad 

Subject: RE: Ohio School Funding Radio Interview All Sides WOSU - Tuesday, 
Feb. 14 


Thanks Nick. Do you know if Rep. Cupp is interested or were you just making us aware? 
Thanks! 


From: Derksen, Nick 

Sent: Monday, February 13, 2017 1:01 PM 

To: Best, Carolyn <Carolyn.Best@ohiohouse.gov>; Miller, Brad 

<Brad.Miller(5)ohiohouse.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Ohio School Funding Radio Interview All Sides WOSU - Tuesday, Feb. 14 


Nick Derksen 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Lauren Jones < Lauren.JonesPieoc.ohio.gov > 

Date: February 13, 2017 at 12:54:55 PM EST 

To: "Bob Cupp fcuppb3(5)wcoil.com j" < cuppb3(awcoil.com >, "Cupp, Bob" 
< Bob.Cupp@ohiohouse.gov >, "Hildabrand, Dorothy" 
< Dorothv.Hildabrand(5)ohiohouse.gov > 

Cc: "Derksen, Nick" < Nick.Derksen^ohiohouse.gov > 

Subject: FW: Ohio School Funding Radio interview Aii Sides WOSU - 
Tuesday, Feb. 14 

Dear Representative Cupp, 

I just got this email and Fm not sure how to respond. I think they are 
looking for a Committee Member. Is there anyone who would be Interested 
in doing this? Please let me know what you'd like me to do In response. 

Thanks, 

Lauren 

Lauren Monowar-Jones, PhD 

Executive Director, Joint Education Oversight Committee 






77 S. High Street, Concourse Level 
Columbus, OH 43215 
{614)466-5983 
lauren.iones@ieoc.ohio.gov 



From: Mott, Shyla R. fmailto:shvla.nott@wosu.orq1 
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2017 12:52 PM 
To: Lauren Jones 
Cc: Haley Phillippi 

Subject: Ohio School Funding Radio Interview All Sides WOSU - Tuesday, 
Feb. 14 

Hi Lauren, 

I’m the producer for All Sides with Ann Fisher, the live public affairs 
talk show on WOSU-NPR in Ohio. 

We’re working on a show about school funding in Ohio following Gov. 
Kasich’s latest and last state budget proposal in which he plans to 
increase funding by nearly $200 million over the next two years for K- 
12 education. 

The show will explore the history of school funding formulas and 
solutions for fixing public education financing. 

We’d like to invite someone from the Joint Education Oversight 
Committee to join for the first 20 minutes of the program tomorrow, 

Tuesday. February 14*^ from 10-10:20am EASTERN? 

S/he would also be joined by Harold Fleeter, a school-data analyst for 
the non-profit Ohio Education Policy Institute, and Greg Lawson, a 
senior policy analyst from The Buckeye Institute. 

All Sides with Ann Fisher is a live, public affairs talk show on WOSU 
public radio with screened listener comments and questions via 
telephone, email, Facebook and Twitter. 









Best, 

Shyla Nott 

Assistant Producer, AU Sides with Ann Fisher 

WOSU Public Media 
2400 Olentangy River Road 
Columbus, OH 43210 

614.688.1750 | 5hvla.nott(a)wosu.orq | @WOSUAIiSides 

ij-- L , 



From: Thawley, Roanna 

Sent: Monday, February 13,2017 4:00 PM 

To: Thawley, Roanna 

Subject: RELEASE: Rep. Becker Introduces Right to Work Legislation 



Representative John Becker 
Ohio House District 65 


For Immediate Release: Contact: Roanna Thawley 

February 13, 2017 [614] 466-8134 

Rep. Becker Introduces Right to Work Legislation 

HB 53 frees employees from mandatory union membership 


COLUMBUS—Representative John Becker [R-Union Township] today introduced House 
Bill 53, which provides public sector workers the freedom to opt out of union 
representation and dues, legislation that is commonly referred to as "Right to Work." 

In turn. House Bill 53 also allows non-union employees to voluntarily make financial 
contributions to a union, providing the workers' unions with an added revenue source. 
Furthermore, the legislation provides protections for the unions, freeing them from the 
responsibility of representing non-union employees. 

"House Bill 53 guarantees a public sector employee's right to freedom of association, 
lifting the mandate requiring that they must subsidize unions or be fired," says Becker. 
"Under this bill unions are protected from representing employees who choose to opt 
out, allowing them to become stronger because those who remain will be the ones who 
are committed to their cause." 

Currently, 28 states have Right to Work laws in place, including all but one of Ohio's 
neighboring states: Michigan, Indiana, West Virginia, and most recently Kentucky. 




"The question is no longer if Ohio joins the chorus of Right to Work states, but when," 
said Becker. 

House Bill 53 also includes funding to create educational pamphlets and brochures to 
educate both employees and employers on the benefits afforded to them through the 
legislation. 

The Right to Work legislation now awaits referral to an Ohio House committee for further 
consideration. 


- 30 - 






From: gongwerreports@gongwer-oh.com on behalf of Gongwer News Service 
[gongwerreports@gongwer-oh.com] 

Sent: Monday, February 13, 2017 4:01 PM 
T0: Standard_Subscriber_misc_html@gongwer-oh.com 
Subject: House Floor Report 



HOUSE ACTIVITY REPORT 




flrrL'h 


INTRODUCED 


AGENCY REVIEWS (Faber, K.) 

To require standing committees of the General 
Assembly to establish a schedule for the periodic 
review and sunset of state departments that are 
currently in the Governor's cabinet, and to require 
that Auditor of State performance audits be 
scheduled to coincide with the periodic review. 

DEED SOLICITATION (Rezabek, J.) 

To regulate the solicitation of certain deeds. 


UNION DUES (Becker, J.) 

To remove any requirement under the Public 
Employees Collective Bargaining Law that public 
employees join or pay dues to any employee 
organization, to prohibit public employers from 
requiring public employees to join or pay dues to 













any employee organization, to prohibit an employee 
organization from being required to represent public 
employees who are not members of the employee 
organization, and to make an appropriation. 

REVENUE OBLIGATIONS (Blessing, L., 
Gavarone, T.) 

To authorize the Treasurer of State to issue revenue 
obligations of the state for the purpose of making 
loans to qualifying public entities for their acquisition 
of permanent improvements through the Treasurer 
of State's purchase of public obligations of those 
qualifying entities. 

ROAD NAMING (Rogers, J.) 

To designate a portion of State Route Two in Lake 
County as the "LcpI Bret M. Poklar Memorial 
Highway." 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING (Dever, J., Gavarone, T.) 

To permit a person who is found not guilty or is the 
defendant in a dismissed case to apply for an 
expungement of the person's records in the case if 
the complaint, indictment, or finding of not guilty 
resulted from the applicant having been a victim of 
human trafficking, to permit a person convicted of 
certain prostitution-related offenses to apply for the 
expungement of any record of conviction of an 
offense, with certain exceptions, if the person's 
participation in the offense was a result of having 
been a victim of human trafficking, and to authorize 
intervention in lieu of conviction for persons charged 
with committing an offense while a victim of 
compelling prostitution. 







DOWIESTIC STEEL (Boccieri, J., Ramos, D.) 

To require the use of domestic steel in construction, 
repair, or improvement projects involving certain 
buildings used by public schools, state institutions of 
higher education, and specified private colleges. 

CURSIVE HANDWRITING (Brenner, A., Slaby, M.) 

To require instruction in cursive handwriting. 

DAY DESIGNATION (Leland, D., West, T.) 

To designate October? as "Moses Fleetwood 
Walker Day." 

DRIVER'S LICENSES (Hambley, S., Rogers, J.) 

To authorize the issuance of an enhanced driver's 
license, enhanced commercial driver's license, and 
enhanced identification card to facilitate land and 
sea border crossings between the United States and 
Canada and Mexico, pursuant to an agreement with 
the United States Department of Homeland 
Security. 

HOUSE SPEAKER'S APPOINTMENTS 

FEDERALISM AND INTERSTATE RELATIONS: REMOVE 
REPRESENTATIVE DUFFEY; APPOINT REPRESENTATIVE GOODMAN. 

JOINT LEGISLATIVE ETHICS COMMITTEE: APPOINT REPS. 
STRAHORN, CELEBREZZE, AND ANTONIO. 

OHIO LEGISLATIVE SERVICE COMMISSION: SPEAKER 
ROSENBERGER, REPRESENTATIVES SCHURING, PELANDA, 
LATOURETTE, AND PATTON. 






OHIO CONSTITUTIONAL MODERNIZATION COMMISSION; REP. 
HOLMES 

STATEWIDE EMERGENCY SERVICES INTERNET PROTOCOL 
NETWORK STEERING COMMITTEE: REP. CARFAGNA 





























































































































































































































From: GongwerNews Service 

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:34 AM 

To: Miller, Brad 

Subject: Ohio Media Clips, Tuesday, February 14 



NEWS 




Election, Women's March prompt women of color to seek office 
(Associated Press, 2/14/2017) 


How young is too young? 36,000 elementary school suspensions 
(Cincinnati Enquirer, 2/14/2017) 

Kasich: Enough with the 'Rust Belt' (Cincinnati Enquirer, 2/14/2017) 


'Right-to-work' bill introduced in Ohio House (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 
2/14/2017) 


Josh Mandel, gearing up for 2018 Senate run, has recruited campaign 
leaders in all 88 Ohio counties (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/14/2017) 


Learn how much a new college savings proposal in Ohio could save you 
(Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/14/2017) 

Ohio Gov. John Kasich wants Sandusky to host this year's State of the 
State address (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/14/2017) 

That time President Donald Trump crashed a Lindner's wedding: Ohio 
Politics Roundup (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/14/2017) 




Kasich to give State of State in home of roller coasters and merry-go- 
rounds (Columbus Dispatch, 2/14/2017) 

Statehouse maneuvering: Householder wants off committees (Columbus 
Dispatch, 2/14/2017) 

The Daily Briefing; Former congressman, state lawmaker form lobbying 
firm (Columbus Dispatch, 2/14/2017) 

The Daily Briefing: Trump's first presidential visit to Ohio canceled 
(Columbus Dispatch, 2/14/2017) 

Your Right to Know: Drug-death records would be secret (Columbus 
Dispatch, 2/14/2017) 

China shipments fuel local drug trade (Dayton Daily News, 2/14/2017) 

Gov. Kasich looks to make big changes to K-12 schools (Dayton Dally 
News, 2/14/2017) 

Ohio businesses set to cash in on pot (Dayton Daily News, 2/14/2017) 

What do you want Gov. Kasich to focus on in 2017? (Dayton Daily News, 
2/14/2017) 

Bill to honor Walker hits House floor for 3rd time (Toledo Blade, 
2/14/2017) 

Kasich looks to deliver 2017 address in Sandusky (Toledo Blade, 
2/14/2017) 

Senators' registry bill moves forward (Toledo Blade, 2/14/2017) 


EDITORIALS 




Judges do their job In checking the executive {Akron Beacon Journal, 
2/14/2017) 

Editorial: Funding concerns still exist for College Credit Plus program 
(Canton Repository, 2/14/2017) 

Editorial: More needed to fight overdoses (Columbus Dispatch, 
2/14/2017) 






From: Westlake, Libby 

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:56 AM 

To: Westlake, Libby 

Subject: E-Clips for 2/14/2017 


House E-Clips 

2/14/2017 
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Lobbyist pushing interstate connecting Toledo. Columbus 

A transportation lobbyist says he hopes the Trump administration's promise to invest 
billions on infrastructure could revive long dormant plans to build an interstate between 
Toledo and Columbus. 

House Speaker unhappy that ambitious Larry Householder wants 

OFF COMMITTEES 

A lawmaker trying to resign from his recently approved committee assignments is unusual, 
especially for a freshman. 

Kasich to give State of State in home of roller coasters and merry- 
go-rounds 

With an up-and-down record of success dealing with his fellow Republicans in the Ohio 
legislature, perhaps it's appropriate that Gov. John Kasich deliver his annual State of the 
State speech near the Roller Coaster Capital of the World. 

Your Right to Know: Drug-death records would be secret 

The administration of Gov. John Kasich is out to add exemption (gg) to the Ohio public 
records act. 

The Daily Briefing: Former congressman, state lawmaker form 
lobbying firm 

A former congressman, the former state tax commissioner and the former No. 2 leader of 
the Ohio House have teamed up to form a new lobbying and consulting firm. 
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What do you want Gov. Kasich to focus on in 2017? 

Once again, Ohio Gov. John Kasich Is taking his annual State of the State address to the 
General Assembly on the road, and this time he is asking lawmakers to travel to Sandusky 
for the event on April 4. 


Tosh Mandel. gearing up for 2018 Senate run, has recruited 

CAMPAIGN LEADERS IN ALL 88 OHIO COUNTIES 

State Treasurer Josh Mandel, who continues to assemble an early-developing campaign 
operation for U.S. Senate in 2018, on Monday announced the names of campaign leaders in 
all 88 Ohio counties. 

Lkarn how much a new college savings proposal in Ohio could save 

YOU 

A proposal introduced in Ohio Senate last month could sharply increase state income tax 
savings for some people contributing to 529 Ohio college saving plans. 

'Right-to-work* bill introduced in Ohio House 

Legislation that would make Ohio a "right-to-work" state is back, but it's unclear how far the 
controversial measure will go after voters rejected a prior effort to scale back public union 
bargaining rights. 

That time President Donald Trump crashed a Lindner's wedding: 
Ohio Politics Roundup 

Youngstown is off for President Donald Trump. Sandusky is on for Gov. John Kasich. And 
Cliff Rosenberger finds a not-so-subtle way to show there's only one Ohio House speaker at 
a time. 

THE ENQUIRER 

How young is too young? 36.000 elementary school suspensions 

Ohio schools dole out up to 36,000 suspensions to elementary students each year - a 
number that stunned a Republican lawmaker into seeking a ban on many suspensions and 
expulsions. 





Senators' registry bill moves forward 




Under a bill about to be Introduced, Ohio would join five states that require certain 
offenders with violent pasts to register their whereabouts, much as sex offenders are 
required to do. 

Kasich looks to deliver 2017 address in Sandusky 

Sandusky had wanted Gov. John Kasich to deliver his final State of the State address as part 
of the cit/s bicentennial celebration in 2018, but it's more than happy to welcome him a 
year early. 




From: GongwerNews Service 

Sent: Wednesday, February 15,2017 8:38 AM 

To: Miller, Brad 

Subject: Ohio Media Clips, Wednesday, February 15 



NEWS 

Kasich would block access to heroin death reviews (Cincinnati Enquirer, 
2/15/2017) 

Kasich: Teachers should job shadow with businesses to renew licenses 
(Cincinnati Enquirer, 2/15/2017) 

Ohio Dems in limbo on governor's race (Cincinnati Enquirer, 2/15/2017) 


Josh Wlandel’s Senate campaign names County chairwoman 

but it*s n6ws to hor (ClovGland Plain DGalor, 2/15/20 ) 


Ohio teachers would have to job shadow 1/1572017)"*^^ 

under Gov. John Kasich's budget (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/15/2017) 


Sen. Rob Portman says he listened to fierce critics of Betsy DeVos but 
'did my own research' (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/15/2017) 

Superintendents: Cut state tests, end As and Fs on state report cards 
(Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/15/2017) 

Talk it out: Should Ohio become a 'right to work' state? (Cleveland Plain 
Dealer, 2/15/2017) 



Are local resources enough to combat Ohio's opioid epidemic? 
(Columbus Dispatch, 2/15/2017) 

Brown, Portman say Flynn made right decision to resign (Columbus 
Dispatch, 2/15/2017) 

Latest study: Ohio-style Medicaid may save $1B a year (Columbus 
Dispatch, 2/15/2017) 

Most vocational schools would lose funding under Kasich proposal 
(Columbus Dispatch, 2/15/2017) 

Ohio House Dems say GOP tax cuts aren't working (Columbus Dispatch, 
2/15/2017) 

Ohio nurses want law limiting nurse-patient ratios (Columbus Dispatch, 
2/15/2017) 

The Daily Briefing: Rob Secaur new executive director of Ohio GOP 
(Columbus Dispatch, 2/15/2017) 

Trump may shrink EPA, but effects In Ohio to be delayed (Columbus 
Dispatch, 2/15/2017) 

Cursive handwriting could be required for Ohio students again (Dayton 
Daily News, 2/15/2017) 

New national security adviser a Dayton native (Dayton Daily News, 
2/15/2017) 

Ohio lawmakers react to resignation of Michael Flynn (Dayton Daily 
News, 2/15/2017) 

Mande! lists campaign leaders for Senate bid (Toledo Blade, 2/15/2017) 
Senators' registry bill moves forward (Toledo Blade, 2/15/2017) 



EDITORIALS 


wmmmiimmmiimimmmmmmmimimmimimmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmi 


Bid to ban Ohio sanctuary cities a craven political ploy: editorial 
(Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/15/2017) 


■YouVe fired' (Toledo Blade, 2/15/2017) 























































































From: Westlake, Libby 

Sent: Wednesday, February 15,2017 8:49 AM 

To: Westlake, Libby 

Subject: E-Clips for 2/15/2017 


House E-Clips 

2 / 15/2017 
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Are local resources enough to combat Ohio's opioid epidemic? 

Roger T. WInemiller lost his sister to a heroin overdose the night before Easter last year. 

Trump may shrink EPA. but effects in Ohio to be delayed 

President Donald Trump's first few weeks have left Washington disoriented and 
environmentalists worried. 

Ohio House Dems say GOP tax cuts aren't working 

House Democrats say Ohioans need to wake up and realize the Republican tax plans passed 
over the past decade have not been working to create jobs. 

Most vocational schools would lose funding under Kasich proposal 

Like Ohio's libraries and K-12 school districts, vocational schools soon could be feeling the 
squeeze of Ohio's tightening purse strings. 

Latest study: Ohio-style Medicaid may save $1B a year 

Even if your eyes glaze at the mere mention of Medicaid, this might widen your peepers: 
Ohio's revamped setup is saving taxpayers $1 billion annually — and the amount is growing. 

Ohio nurses want law limiting nurse-patient ratios 

Arguing that hospitals put patient care at risk by overworking essential front-line caregivers, 
nurses across Ohio are pushing lawmakers to limit the number of patients for whom they 
are responsible. 

Education Insider: Some in Columbus schools data-rigging scandal 

YET to be punished 

Will the state Department of Education ever discipline dozens of Columbus City Schools 
principals and other administrators who participated In the district's data scandal? 

The Daily Briefing: Rob Secaur new executive director of Ohio GOP 

The Ohio Republican Party has a new person in charge of the day-to-day operations. 




The Daily Briefing: Ioanna Saul hired as Planned Parenthood state 

LEGISLATIVE LIAISON 

Joanna Saul has a new job with Planned Parenthood of Greater Ohio as vice president of 
government affairs and public advocacy. 
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2 REASONS ONE DEMOCRAT SAYS 'OHIO IS GOING IN A TERRIBLE DIRECTION' 
Ohio Democratic Party Chairman David Pepper will visit Butler County tonight to talk about 
the upcoming statewide political cycle. 

West Chester weighs in on Ohio's 'right-to-avork' legislation 

West Chester Twp. trustees say It would be great if Ohio turned into a "right to work" state, 
because then the township wouldn't have to. 



Talk it out: Should Ohio become a 'right to work' state? 

Legislation has been Introduced for a second time that would allow Ohio to Join the growing 
ranks of states limiting union membership and collective bargaining. The measure was 
placed before state lawmakers Monday, 

Cursive handwriting back in schools? Some legislators want to 
require it 

Some state legislators have renewed efforts from two years ago to bring cursive 
handwriting back to Ohio’s elementary schools. 

f OSH Manpel's Senate campaign names Portage County chairwoman - 

- BUT it's news to HER 

Senate candidate Josh Mandel's announcement that he had recruited campaign chairs in 
each of Ohio's 88 counties caught at least one person by surprise: Janet Esposito, the 
woman he listed as leading the charge for him in Portage County. 

Ohio teachers would have to iob shadow at a business to renevi^ 

LICENSES UNDER GOV, TOHN KASICH'S BUDGET 

Ohio teachers would have to job shadow someone in a local business to renew their 
licenses under a provision in Gov. John Kasich's state budget proposal. 

Superintendents: Cut state tests, end As and Fs on state report 

CARDS 

The state should stop grading schools and school districts with A through F grades, while 
also cutting the amount of state tests and making sure the tests help teachers teach 
students better, a group of local superintendents says. 












Ed FitzGerald still has money in his campaign account. Here's how 

HE HAS BEEN SPENDING IT 

Ed FitzGerald, the former Cuyahoga County executive who has kept out of the public eye 
since an unsuccessful bid for governor more than two years ago, continues to draw from a 
campaign account that started 2017 with a balance of nearly $85,000. 

State is ignoring the public's wishes in its ESSA plan. 10 local 

SUPERINTENDENTS SAY 

A group of local superintendents and other educators questioned Monday the Ohio 
Department of Education's avoidance of any real changes the public sought In its proposed 
state education plan under the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 

Bid to ban Ohio sanctuary cities a craven political ploy: editorial 

What does It mean to be a sanctuary city? To Ohio Treasurer Josh Mandel, it seems, nothing 
more nor less than another stepping stone to higher office. 

THE ENQUIRER 


Kasich: Teachers should iob shadow with businesses to renew 

LICENSES 

Teachers would have to complete "externships" - essentially, a high-level job shadow - 
with a local business to renew their licenses under a provision in Gov. John Kasich's budget 
proposal. 

Tqhn Kasich would block access to heroin death reviews 

Gov. John Kasich's budget would give counties a new way to review drug overdose deaths, 
but many components of those investigations Into Ohio's drug epidemic could be shielded 
from public view. 

Ohio Dems hungry for 2018 win, but in limbo on governor's race 

Ohio Democrats have no a shortage of "maybes" lining up for the 2018 governor's race, 
with a dozen candidates pondering a bid. 





Mandel lists campaign leaders for Senate bid 

Republican Senate candidate Josh Mandel has named campaign chairmen for his planned 
2018 U.S. Senate run in every county. 

SECAUR NAMED GOP EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Ohio Republican Chairman Jane Timken appointed Rob Secaur as the state party's new 
executive director. 
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OHIO REPORT 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
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House Passes Bills Dealing With Cocaine, Taxes, Gambling; Speaker 
Talks Collective Bargaining 


Critics Take Aim At Several Portions Of Transportation Budget 


Senate Committee Debates Bill On Poll Workers, Death Notifications By 
Election Boards 


Dating Protection Order Bill Eyed For Quick Committee Approval 

Opponents Of ‘Pastor Protection Act' Warn Of LGBT Discrimination, But 
Speaker Expresses Support 

Senate Resumes Debate Over Disposal Of Fetal Remains 

Senate Advances Measure Creating Perry County Municipal Court 

Bill To Start School After Labor Day Will Get Thorough Review, Lehner 
Says 









Victim's Rights Group Announces Campaign Kickoff 

Lawmaker: CAUV Formula A ‘Major Butt-Kicker' For Farmers 

Insurers, Regulators Eyeing DC For Health Policy Changes 

Survey Shows Restaurant Owners Optimistic; Cedar Fair Has Record 
Fiscal Year; Diebold, DDR Report Financials 

Supplemental Agency Calendar 

Supplemental Event Planner 

Senate Committee Hearings 

Ways & Means 

Government Oversight & Reform 
Education 

House Committee Hearings 

Transportation & Public Safety 

Civil Justice 

Finance 

Insurance 

Health 

Finance: Agriculture, Development & Natural Resources Sub. 

Community & Family Advancement 

Finance: State Government & Agency Review Sub. 




ACTIVITY REPORTS 
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House 


Senate 


CALENDARS 


Day Planner 




HB 64 a 


RECORD EXPUNGEMENT (Schurmq. K. . Reece. A. ) To provide for the 
expungement of official records related to the apprehension, arrest, criminal 
charging, or trial of a person based on mistaken identity. Am. 2953.51, 
2953.52, 2953.53, 2953.54, 2953.55, and 2953.61. 


HB65 m SANITARIAN REVIEWS (Hill. B. ) To require the Director of Agriculture and 
the Director of Health to adopt rules governing reviews of registered 
sanitarians and sanitarians-in-training who conduct inspections of retail food 
establishments and food service operations. En. 3717.042. 


HB 66 ii TENURED FACULTY (Young. R. ) To require permanently tenured state 
university or college faculty members to teach at least three credit hours of 
undergraduate courses per semester. Am. 3345.45 and to enact section 
3345.451. 


HB 67 m JUDGMENT CONFESSIONS (Young. R. ) To prohibit a person from 

obtaining a confession of judgment from another person except in connection 
with the settlement of a dispute. Am. 1337.53, 2323.12, and 2323.13 and to 
repeal sections 1907.09 and 2323.14. 


HB 68 m VOYEURISM ( Anielski. M. ) To include an impaired person as a potential 
victim of voyeurism, to include conduct involving an impaired person within 
the offenses of pandering obscenity involving a minor, pandering sexually 
oriented matter involving a minor, and illegal use of a minor in a nudity- 
oriented material or performance, and to prohibit an owner, operator, 
administrator, or employee of a care facility from creating, sharing, 
reproducing, or publishing any image of a care facility resident without a 
proper purpose and without prior written consent from the resident. Am. 
2903.33, 2903.34, 2907.08, 2907.321, 2907.322, 2907.323, and 2929.13. 


HB 69 m TIF DISTRICTS (Cupp. R.) To require reimbursement of certain township 
fire and emergency medical service levy revenue forgone because of the 
creation of a municipal tax increment financing district. Am. 5709.40. 




















HB 70 M FUEL TAX DISPLAYS fMerrin, D. ) To enact the "Fuel Tax Transparency 
Act" requiring stickers to be piaced on retaii service station pumps displaying 
the rates of federal and state taxes applicable to gasoline and diesei fuel. En. 
5735.50. 



HB 4 M COCAINE OFFENSES ( Cupp, R. . Rogers. J.) To provide that in 

determining the amount of cocaine for trafficking and possession offenses, it 
also includes a compound, mixture, preparation, or substance containing 
cocaine, and to declare an emergency. 

EMERGENCY: 95-1 (Brinkman); BiLL: 97-0 
Gonqwer Coverage 


HB 11 M TAX LAWS (Scherer. G. ) To expressly incorporate changes in the internal 
Revenue Code since February 14, 2016, into Ohio law. 

97-0 

Gonqwer Coverage 


HB 32 m CASINO EMPLOYEES (Seitz. B. ) To specify that the criminal penalty 
related to casino operators and employees participating in casino gaming 
applies at their casino facility or an affiliated casino facility. 

94-3 (Antani, Ginter, T. Johnson) 

Gonqwer Coverage 
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TranspoiT^tibn & Public Safe^ 


HB 16 a ROAD NAMING (Cera, J. ) To designate a portion of State Route 43 in 

Jefferson County as the "Army Corporal Car! H. Bernhart Memorial Highway," 
(REPORTED (No testimony); 2nd Hearing-All testimony-Possible vote) 

HB 22 ^ ROAD NAMING (Hamblev. S.) To designate a portion of State Route 261 in 
Medina and Summit Counties as the "Sergeant James F. Allen III Memorial 
Highway." (REPORTED; 2nd Hearing-All testimony-Possible vote) 

Asley Rae Yeager submitted written testimony in support. "The significance of having a 
memorial highway designated in his name would mean so much to me personally, his 
daughter Natalie, son Tristan, as well as friends, family, and military comrades," she wrote. 

























"It will also stand as a daily encouragement to continue his legacy through goodwill and 
advocacy." 

HB Q M TRAFFIC SIGNALS (Koehler. K.) To specify that the alternative protocol for 

proceeding into an intersection with malfunctioning traffic lights due to a 
failure of a vehicle detector applies only to bicycles. (REPORTED; 2nd 
Hearing-All testimony-Possible vote) 

Sgt. Nick Konves, of the Columbus Police Bicycle Coordination Unit, testified in support, 
saying he became aware of the bill that passed last session (HB154, 131®^ General 
Assembly) after seeing news reports and was concerned that any type of vehicle could treat 
red lights as stop signs In certain instances. He cited "blind intersections," differences 
between stop signs and traffic signals at intersections and the potential for crashes at the 
crossroads. 

He said the prior legislation, which allows vehicles to proceed through malfunctioning traffic 
signals, allows for too much discretion. "This makes enforcement and prosecution very 
difficult and nearly impossible," he said. "I have testified many times In various court systems 
during my career and I foresee this causing a big problem for prosecution." 

Responding to a question from Rep. Michael Sheehv (D-Oregon), the witness said that 
under the bill a bicycle could still proceed through an untriggered traffic signal after a 
"reasonable amount of time." 

Patricia Kovacs, of the Ohio Bicycle Federation, said the bill passed last session should 
stand and allow for all motor vehicles to proceed through malfunctioning traffic signals. At 
minimum, motorcycles should also be included because they face the same issues as 
bicycles, she said. 

"This law should really apply to any vehicle," she said. 

Subscribers Note: Full testimony is available on the committee's website under Feb. 15. 

CivilJustice 

HBia DATING PROTECTION ORDERS ( Sykes, E. . Manning. N.) To authorize 

the issuance of dating violence protection orders with respect to conduct 
directed at a petitioner alleging dating violence, to provide access to domestic 
violence shelters for victims of dating violence, and to require the Attorney 
General's victim's bill of rights pamphlet to include a notice that a petitioner 
alleging dating violence has the right to petition for a civil protection order. 
(CONTINED (See separate story); 1st Hearing-Sponsor & proponent) 
HB7a MEDICAL PROVIDER IMMUNITY ( Cupp, R. ) To grant qualified civil 

immunity to certain medical providers who provide emergency medical 
services as a result of a disaster; to provide that certain communications 
made regarding an unanticipated outcome of medical care, the development 
or implementation of standards under federal laws, and an insurer’s 
reimbursement policies on health care are inadmissible as evidence in a 
medical claim; to provide that medical bills itemizing charges are inadmissible 
as evidence and an amount accepted as full payment for medical services is 
admissible as evidence of the reasonableness of the charges; to specify the 



manner of sending a notice of intent to file a medical claim and provide a 
procedure for the discovery of other potential claims within a specified period 
after the filing of a medical claim; to provide that any loss of a chance of 
recovery or survival by itself is not an injury, death, or loss for which damages 
may be recovered; to provide civil immunity to certain medical providers 
regarding the discharge of a patient with a mental condition that threatens the 
safety of the patient or others; to require that governmental agencies that 
receive peer review committee records maintain their confidentiality; and to 
clarify the definition of "medical claim." (CONTINUED; 1st Hearing-Sponsor) 
Rep. Robert Cupp (R-Lima) described his bill as the product of months of talks with the Ohio 
State Medical Association and the Ohio Hospital Association. The Ohio Association for 
Justice, however, is "not on board" with all of the bill's provisions, he acknowledged. 

He said the bill would "fill in some of the gaps" in ten areas of existing medical malpractice 
tort law. 

"An unfavorable medical liability climate can lead to expansive and expensive litigation, 
expensive and sometimes hard to obtain liability insurance, and a diminished supply of 
medical professionals to meet the needs of patients," he said. "Although the medical 
malpractice climate In Ohio has significantly Improved in the past decade or so as a result of 
enactments by the General Assembly, there are several things which can further improve 
medical tort liability law and practice." 

According to Rep. Cupp's overview, the bill would: 

- Label communications from health care providers communicating error or fault to the list of 
inadmissible documentation. 

- Reduce the need to sweep into the lawsuit unnecessary defendants. 

- Permit a notice of intent to file a medical claim to be served by certified mail rather than in 
person. 

- Abrogate the loss of chance theory of tort liability by restoring the "traditional concept of 
causation by abolishing the judicially-created loss of less than even chance of recovery 
theory of liability." 

- Prevent insurance reimbursement policies from establishing a legal standard of care for 
medical tort liability. 

- Correct existing language regarding nursing home plans of care by exempting hospitals and 
other providers from the language. 

- Maintain the confidentiality of peer review records but clarify that they may be provided to 
regulators without losing confidential status. 

- Prohibit the introduction of "phantom damages" into evidence. 

- Provide limited immunity for certain healthcare providers or hospitals acting in good faith 
and in concert with professional standards when medically discharging a patient who has a 
mental health condition that may threaten the safety of the patient or others. 

- Establish a different liability standard for medical care in the event of a widespread disaster 
event resulting in "widespread personal injury (or) loss of life that results from any natural or 
technological phenomenon or act of a human, or an epidemic." 



Lawmakers raised several questions about the bill, including several focused on provisions 
labeling certain communications inadmissible and prohibiting the introduction of phantom 
damages into evidence. 

Rep. Nicholas Celebrezze (D-Parma), for example, questioned whether it was within 
legislative purview to modify the rules of evidence. And Rep. Bill Seitz (R-Cincinnati) asked 
whether the phantom evidence provision might deter patients from seeking health insurance. 
Rep, Kristin Boggs (D~Columbus) asked who or what would determine whether a disaster 
qualifies under the bill. Rep. Cupp said that area of the bill could use some extra defining, 
although his inclination is to allow the jury to decide. 

Subscribers Note: For full testimony, see the committee*s website under Feb. 15. 

Finance 

HB 2& M TRANSPORTATION BUDGET (IVIcCollev, R. ) To make appropriations for 
programs related to transportation and public safety for the biennium 
beginning July 1, 2017, and ending June 30, 2019, and to provide 
authorization and conditions for the operation of those programs. 
(CONTINUED {See separate story); 3rd Hearing-All testimony) 
Subscribers Note: Full testimony is available on the committee's website under Feb. 15. 
Insurance 
See separate story. 

The panel met briefly to accept the committee's rules for the new session and have members 
introduce themselves. 

Chair Rep. Steve Huffman said the panel would not be meeting next week, and would not 
meet on Wednesday, April 5, the day after Gov. Kasich's State of the State address, which is 
scheduled to be held in Sandusky. 

Finance: Agriculture; Development & Natural Resources Sub. 

The panel started its budget review work with testimony from Sarah Creedon, executive 
director of the Liquor Control Commission. (Redbook ) 

"The Commission is an adjudicatory and rule-making agency that oversees Ohio's alcohol 
beverage industry. The agency's mission is to provide fair and impartial hearings to protect 
the public and the permit holders, and to ensure compliance with Ohio liquor laws and 
administrative rules," she said. "The agency also adopts and promulgates rules, standards, 
and requirements regarding alcohol sales in Ohio." 

Ms. Creedon said the commission works with the Ohio Investigative Unit, the Attorney 
General's Office, the Division of Liquor Control, and the Department of Taxation to achieve 
its mission. 

"The Division of Liquor Control is responsible for processing applications and issuing liquor 
permits. Permit holders can appeal division decisions rejecting liquor permit applications and 
renewals to the commission. As an adjudicatory body, the commission functions as an 
administrative court with the same duties and obligations of any court," she explained. 

The executive budget provides LCC with $844,553 in Fiscal Year 2018, which is an 4% over 
estimated FY 2017 spending, and $851,269 in FY 2019, which is an increase of 1% from the 









prior year. Ms. Creedon said the money for commission operations comes from a portion of 
liquor permit fee revenue. 

"While the commission receives no GRF funding, the commission does contribute to the 
GRF by depositing all revenue it collects from financial forfeitures issued against permit 
holders for violations of Ohio's liquor laws and rules," she said. "In fiscal year 2016, the 
commission collected over $1.2 million in financial fines and forfeitures and deposited those 
funds into the GRF. In the current fiscal year to date, over $1 million was collected and 
deposited into the GRF." 

Rep. Briqid Kelly (D-Cincinnati) asked about the impact of the growing craft brew industry 
on the panel. Ms. Creedon said that while permit requests have increased, she hasn't seen a 
related uptick in cases before the commission. 

She similarly told Rep. Michael O'Brien (D-Warren) that she couldn't correlate a caseload 
increase because of the Investigative Unit's transfer to the Highway Patrol a few years ago. 
Ms. Creedon told Rep. Kelly that the commission plans updates to its database and other 
improvements with the additional funds in the budget. 

Racing Commission: Executive Director William Crawford briefed the committee on the 
operations of the commission, which regulates horseracing in the state. It also uses no GRF, 
and instead is funded through taxes on wagers, licensing fees, other fees and fines, and a 
small percentage of casino revenue, he said. (Redbogk) 

"The majority of the Racing Commission's expenditures are for subsidies to the horseracing 
industry in the form of additions to purses at live horse races as well as supplements to 
purses for Ohio horses that win races at Ohio tracks and other promotional expenses," he 
said. "Regulation expenses include administration expenses which also include officials and 
veterinarians as well as drug-testing expenses, expenses that relate to investigation, 
licensing and the enforcement of rules." 

The commission's budget request is about $32.3 million a year over the upcoming biennium. 
In addition to the five commission members, RAC currently staffs eight full-time and seven 
part-time positions, according to the Legislative Service Commission. The agency contracts 
with two stewards, two judges, and five veterinarians. 

Chairman Rep. Andy Thompson (R-Marietta) asked if declining casino and VLT revenue, 
which makes up a big chunk of the agency's budget, has impacted its finances. Mr. Crawford 
said it has not done so considerably. 

Rep. Kelly asked about efforts to ensure safety for riders and horses. 

Mr. Crawford said the inspection of racing surfaces, which the commission oversees. Is the 
main concern in that regard and that stewards watch races to make sure they are run safely. 
He told Rep. O’Brien that stewards can cancel races when the temperature dips below a 
minus 10-degree wind chill factor or following consultation with jockeys and drivers. 
Responding to the chairman, the witness said the commission spends about $1.6 million a 
year on its drug testing program and investigating potential cheats is "a major concern of 
ours." 

Racing Chairman Robert Schmitz briefly addressed the committee, explaining that the bulk of 
Ohio's racing industry is tied to Standardbreds and that with the installment of video lottery 
terminals at horse racetracks, has seen a resurgence after several years of declines. 



A Standard bred breeder himself, Mr. Schmitz allowed that he bred his stock outside of Ohio 
for many years but now there's better breeding stock and other improvements due in part to 
increased funding from VLTs. 

He said racing's Impact to the state's agricultural industry is a "very, very big business." 

Sea Grant Program: Christopher Winslow, director of the Ohio Sea Grant College 
Program, F.T. Stone Laboratory, and the Center for Lake Erie Area Research, testified in 
support of the program's budget and outlined its various education, research and outreach 
initiatives. ( Testimony ^ 

The program receives just under $300,000 a year in state funding, which is used to leverage 
federal grants. (ODHE-Aqriculture Redbook j The director said the program draws down 
about $10 from other sources for every dollar of state funding it receives. 

"Historically, Ohio Sea Grant has managed 8-10 research projects annually ('-$480,000). 
However, since April of 2015, we have increased that research portfolio dramatically. We 
currently have 119 projects listed within OSU's Office of Sponsored Program's research 
database," Mr. Winslow said in prepared testimony. 

"The program is currently managing $5 million in funding from the Ohio Department of Higher 
Education (ODHE; $4 million in two $2 million allocations) and OSU's College of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences (Field to Faucet Initiative; $1 million) to address Lake Erie harmful algal 
blooms." 

Mr. Winslow said Ohio Sea Grant and Stone Laboratory "are exceptional programs and 
assets to the entire state." 

"We solve environmental problems (more than 50 ongoing research projects), enhance the 
local economy (i.e., business retention and expansion programming), inform decision¬ 
makers, and improve the quality of science education in Ohio," he continued. "I would argue 
that since we first received funds in 1983, we have annually demonstrated that our line item 
is not a cost to Ohio, but a wise investment of valuable state funds." 

Chairman Thompson lauded the public involvement promoted by the program and asked 
about invasive species. 

The director said invasive mussels are "not going anywhere," and cited gobies as another 
example of non-native species that have infiltrated the Great Lakes. He said researchers are 
keeping an eye on four species of Asian carp, as they have made it up the Mississippi River 
drainage area to within 30 miles south of Lake Michigan. 

Responding to questions about algae bloom research, he said the main source of nutrients 
that cause the problem can be traced to agriculture land management practices but that 
researchers aren't in the "finger-pointing" business. He said the group taps funds from two 
endowments to finance educational workshops for farmers on best practices in that regard. 
Mr. Winslow also told members of the committee that he is working with donors to generate 
funding for equipment upgrades. 

In response to a question from Rep. Scott Lipps (R-Franklin), he said buoys used for water 
quality research cost $50,000-80,000 apiece, 

Community & Family Advancement 

HB 36 a MARRIAGE CEREMONIES (Vitale, N.) To provide that an ordained or 

licensed minister or religious society is not required to solemnize a marriage 



and a religious society is not required to allow any building or property of the 
religious society to be used to host a marriage ceremony if the marriage does 
not conform to the ordained or licensed minister's or religious society's 
sincerely held religious beliefs, to provide that an ordained or licensed 
minister or religious society is not subject to civil or criminal liability for such a 
denial, and to provide that the state and political subdivisions may not 
penalize or withhold benefits to an ordained or licensed minister or religious 
society for such a denial. (CONTINUED-AMENDED (See separate story); 
2nd Hearing-Proponent) 

Subscriber’s note: Full testimony is available on the committee's website under Feb. 15. 
Finance: State Government & Agency Review Sub. 

The subcommittee began its review with the Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors. 
(Redbook) 

Tim Derickson, the board's director, testified that a significant issue the agency is facing is 
the increasing problems with pre-need funeral services, in which a person pays in advance 
for the service. Cash-strapped funeral service providers sometimes use that prepaid money, 
which is supposed to be saved until the service is needed, to meet their bottom line. 

That trend causes an increase in the number of Investigations and complaints, Director 
Derickson said, and the board is asking for more funding to add a staff member in two years 
to help with those investigations, 

"To help solve this problem, I think this board needs a little help from what we're currently 
staffed at," he said. 

He also said he expected legislation to be introduced this session with support from funeral 
home providers for a fee on pre-need services that would help cover costs of unmet pre¬ 
need services. 

Rep. Kirk Schuring (R-Canton) suggested that legislation be introduced soon so it could be 
incorporated into the budget document, to avoid the board having expenses budgeted 
without the revenue to pay for them. 

Chair Rep. Keith Faber (R-Celina) also discussed moving the money the board collects in 
fines to the General Revenue Fund, rather than returning it to the board, to avoid the 
appearance of the board fining businesses to meet its budget. 

"If we were to make that transfer, you're going to need some additional revenue," Rep. Faber 
said. 

The subcommittee also reviewed the Ohio Commission on Hispanic and Latino Affairs. 
(Redbook ) Executive Director Lilleana Cavanaugh said the commission's increased budget 
needs stem mostly from insurance and operating costs. 

Asked by Rep. Faber what the commission would do if it did not receive the extra $50,000 
asked for in the budget, Ms. Cavanaugh said it would have to move a full-time position, one 
of three, to part-time. 

"What is important is to know that through our commission, we're able to provide these 
agencies with an understanding of the Latino community, the language, the culture, thus 
decreasing those gaps in communication and culture," she said. 




The panel also heard testimony in support of the commission from others, including Claudia 
de Leon, president of the Hispanic Chamber of Columbus. Ms. de Leon said the commission 
serves a vital role in the community. 

"The Commission on Latino Affairs is a major bridge into the Hispanic community as well as 
a valuable resource to the Hispanic community - from creating more awareness of how our 
government works and the services available to help them achieve their educational or 
personal goals to alerting us of incoming or ongoing legislation that could have an impact to 
our increasing Hispanic population in Ohio," she said. 

Another board reviewed by the panel was the Sanitarian Registration Board (Redbook) , 
which Executive Secretary Stephanie Youst said registers people who are responsible for 
testing drinking water, inspecting restaurants and performing other public health tasks. 

The board proposed an increase in fees, which Ms. Youst said would help cover the 
increased costs of a new licensure system, rent, supplies and other items. 

Ms. Youst said the board is necessary because it ensures public health departments and 
others have licensed, trained and qualified staff. 

"The reason that you need sanitarian registration is sanitarians are responsible for protecting 
public health," she said. 





Senate Activity for Wednesday, February 15, 2017 


INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 


SB 54 M SUMMER FOOD PROGRAMS (Brown. E. . Lehner. P. ) To require school 
districts to allow approved summer food service program sponsors to use 
school facilities to provide food service for summer intervention services 
under certain conditions. Am. 3313.813 
Government Oversight & Reform 


SB 55 M NURSE STAFFING ( Skindell. M. ) To establish minimum ratios of direct- 
care registered nurses to patients in hospitals, to specify rights of registered 
nurses working in hospitals, and to prohibit retaliatory actions by hospitals 
against registered nurses. Am. 3727.50, 3727.51, 3727.52, and 3727.53 and 
to enact sections 3727.80 to 3727.88 
Health. Human Services & Medicaid 


SB 56 M STEP THERAPY (Lehner. P. . Tavares, C.) To adopt requirements related 
to step therapy protocols implemented by health plan issuers and the 
Department of Medicaid. Am. 5167.12 and to enact sections 3901.82, 
3901.821, 3901.822, 3901.823, 5164.7512, 5164.7513, and 5164.7514 
Health, Human Services & Medicaid 


SR 37 yi CORPORATE PERSONHOOD (Skindell, M. 1 To call on legislators at the 
state and federal level and other communities and jurisdictions to support an 
amendment to the United States Constitution that would abolish corporate 
personhood and the doctrine of money as speech. 

Transportation. Commerce & Workforce 


INTRODUCED 


SB 57 M AWARENESS DAY (Kunze, S.) To designate the seventeenth day of May 
as "Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma Awareness Day." Am. 5.291 


SCR 4 M BALLOT ARGUMENTS (Peterson. B.) To delegate to the President of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives authority to 
designate groups of members to prepare arguments for and against 




















amendments to the Ohio Constitution proposed by the Generai Assembly, a 
person or persons to prepare an argument for any law, section, or Item 
submitted to the electors by referendum petition, and a person or persons to 
prepare an argument against any constitutional amendment proposed by 
initiative petition. 

33-0 

Gonqwer Coverage 



SB 25 M PERRY COUNTY COURT (Hottinqer. J. ) To create the Perry County 

Municipai Court in New Lexington on January 1, 2018, to establish one fuli- 
time judgeship in that court, to provide for the nomination of the judge by 
petition only, to abolish the Perry County County Court on that date, to 
designate the Perry County Clerk of Courts as the clerk of the Perry County 
Municipal Court, and to provide for the election for the Perry County Municipal 
Court of one full-time judge in 2017 and to declare an emergency. 

33-0; Emergency: 33-0 
Gonqwer Coveraqe 


Education: 


SB 39 M SCHOOL OPERATIONS fSchiavoni, J. ) Regarding community school 

operator contracts, the operation of Internet- and computer-based community 
schools, and performance metrics for blended learning schools. 

Gonqwer Coveraqe 


Energy & Natural Resources: 


SB 50 M OIL GAS LAWS (SkindelL M.j To prohibit land application and deep well 
injection of brine, to prohibit the conversion of wells, and to eliminate the 
injection fee that is levied under the Oil and Gas Law. 


SB 51 m 


LAKE ERIE fSkindelL M. . Eklund, J. ) To authorize the creation of a special 
improvement district to facilitate Lake Erie shoreline Improvement. 










































SB 53 ^ LAKE ERIE DRILLING (Skindell, M. ) To ban the taking or removal of oil or 
natural gas from and under the bed of Lake Erie. 


Finance: 


SB 45 ^ UNCLAIMED FUNDS (Williams, S. ) Regarding payment to a registered 
finder of unclaimed funds. 


Government Oversight & Reform: 


SB 44 M CAMPAIGN FINANCE ( LaRose, F. ) To allow certain campaign committees 
and other entities to file campaign finance statements electronically and to 
require the Secretary of State to make the information in those electronic 
statements available online. 


Judiciary: 


SB 40 m AGGRAVATED MURDER ( Ekiund, J. . Williams, S. ) To provide that a 
person convicted of aggravated murder who shows that the person had a 
serious mental illness at the time of committing the offense cannot be 
sentenced to death for the offense and to provide a mechanism for 
resentencing to a life sentence a person previously sentenced to death who 
proves that the person had a serious mental illness at the time of committing 
the offense. 

SB 41 M TESTIMONIAL PRIVILEGE (Ekiund, J. ) To provide generally a testimonial 
privilege for communications between a qualified advocate rendering 
advocacy services and a victim of sexual violence, menacing by stalking, or 
domestic violence, to exempt the nondisclosure of that privileged 
communication from the offense of failure to report a crime, to require a 
qualified advocate to report knowledge or reasonable suspicion of child abuse 
or neglect of the victim except for privileged communications, and to specify 
circumstances in which the victim is considered to have waived the privilege. 

















SB 42 M DRUG OFFENSES ( Eklund. J. ) To expressly provide that drug offense 
penalties that refer to a particular type of drug also apply to a compound, 
mixture, preparation, or substance containing a detectable amount of that 
drug and to declare an emergency. 


Local Government, Public Safety & Veterans Affairs: 


SB 43 m BUILDING CODES (Bacon. K.) To enable limited home rule townships to 

adopt building codes regardless of any similar codes adopted by the county in 
which the township resides. 


SB 48 m HEARING IMPAIRMENTS (Williams. S. ) To create a special license plate 
for hearing-impaired individuals and to require the Registrar to include an 
identifying symbol on a driver's license, commercial driver's license, or state- 
issued identification card of a hearing-impaired individual, if requested. 


SB 52 li MARRIAGE CEREMONIES (Skindell. M. ) To allow any person or entity 
that registers with the secretary of state to solemnize marriages. 


Transportation, Commerce & Workforce: 


SB 46 m ROAD NAMING (Williams, S.) To designate portions of United States Route 
422 within the municipal corporations of Cleveland and Youngstown as the 
"Arnold R. Pinkney Memorial Way." 


SB 47 a NONCOMPETE LANGUAGE (Williams. S.) To prohibit the use of 

noncompete provisions in employment contracts in the broadcasting industry. 


SB 49 m EMPLOYMENT APPLICATIONS (Williams. S. ) To prohibit private 
employers from including on an employment application any question 
concerning whether an applicant has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a 
felony. 
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Ways & Means 


SB 35 a TAX CREDIT (Skindeli. M.) To remove the income restriction on the earned 
income tax credit and to make the credit refundable beginning in 2017. 
(CONTINUED: 1st Hearing-Sponsor) 

Sen. Michael Skindell (D-Lakewood) said the bill is the same as his previous effort to make 
the Earned Income Tax Credit refundable and remove current credit income restrictions 
(SB21,131 Genera! Assembly). 

Ohio's current EITC equals about 10% of the federal EITC, he said. For those with adjusted 
gross incomes exceeding $20,000, the credit is capped at 50% of tax due. The legislation 
would remove that cap. 

Sen. Skindell said reducing that cap and making the credit refundable will "go a long way in 
reducing Ohio's poverty rate." He added that 26 states have EITCs that are refundable. 

"A state refundable EITC is targeted to help low to moderate income working individuals and 
families," he said. "A refundable state EITC would have a significant impact on the long term 
economic weil-being of our low income wage earners and our local and state economy." 

Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering) questioned how many Ohioans were able take advantage 
of the credit last tax year. She asked whether she Is correct in observing that the bill would 
benefit those with lower incomes who would not have much of a tax liability in the first place. 
"Absolutely, and that's why we want to make it nonrefundable and remove those restrictions," 
Sen. Skindell replied, adding that a lower tax burden frees up money for clothing or other 
essentials for those low-income families. 

Responding to further questions, Sen. Skindell said the Legislative Services Commission 
analysis of his bill last year indicated the total cost of the proposal would be around $180 
million. In the eight legislative sessions he's been pushing for the change, he said that 
number has been fairly stable. 


SB 36^ AGRICULTURAL LAND (Hite, C. ) To require that the computation of the 
capitalization rate for the purposes of determining CAUV of agricultural land 
be computed using a method that excludes appreciation and equity buildup 
and to stipulate that CAUV land used for a conservation practice or enrolled 
in a federal land retirement or conservation program for at least three years 
must be valued at the lowest of the values assigned on the basis of soil type. 
(CONTINUED (See separate story); 1st Hearing-Sponsor) 

SB 9 a SALES TAX HOLIDAY (Bacon. K. ) To provide for a three-day sales tax 

"holiday" in August 2017 during which sales of clothing and school supplies 
are exempt from sales and use taxes. (CONTINUED; 1st Hearing-Sponsor) 
Sen. Kevin Bacon (R-Minerva Park) said his bill Is the same as one he introduced last year 
that would institute a one-year sales tax holiday during the first weekend in August (SB264, 
131®^ General Assembly) 
















Although the sponsor said he still envisions a bill enacting a permanent annual holiday, he 
said he opted again for the one-time approach after it helped garner legislative and 
administrative support last session. 

Once again the bill would create a three-day sales tax exemption on clothing items up to $75 
and on school supplies costing $20 or less per item. 

"Many of you may recall the first two sales tax holidays which were passed during the 131=* 
General Assembly," he told the committee. "These events were highly advertised in every 
part of the state and very popular with Ohio residents. My office received letters of support 
from students, businesses, and educators following the first two sales tax holidays." 

He again touted a study from the University of Cincinnati that determined the 2015 holiday 
landed the state $4.7 million in additional revenue. He said the university is once against 
compiling a study of the 2016 holiday that will be shared with the committee upon 
completion. 

Chairman Sen. John Ekiund (R-Chardon) said it would be "extraordinarily helpful" to receive 
that report by Feb. 21, although Sen. Bacon expressed doubt about that timeline. Sen. Sean 
O'Brien (D-Hubbard) requested the study include, if possible, a breakdown of the impact on 
counties bordering Pennsylvania, which has no sales tax on clothing items. 

Sen. Sandra Wiiliams (D-Cleveland) questioned why the Kasich administration has yet to 
endorse the sales tax holiday as an annual event. 

Sen. Bacon replied that in his conversations with the administration, the governor's staff is 
committed to using the most conservative form of budgeting. The administration was 
supportive of both previous one-off holidays, he said, "and we are hoping they will be again." 
Subscribers Note; For full testimony, see the committee's website under Feb. 15. 
Govemmerit Oversight& Reform 

SB 1QM PRIMARY ELECTIONS (LaRose, F. ) To expand the circumstances under 
which a board of elections or the secretary of state is not required to hold a 
primary election. {CONTINUED; 1st Hearing-Sponsor) 

The bill's sponsor, Sen. Frank LaRose (R-Hudson), said it would eliminate the need for 
primary elections when only one candidate qualified for the ballot. 

"I call this the superfluous primaries bill. This is that bill that is meant to address that rare 
situation where there is only one candidate on the ballot and we are forced to hold an 
election," he said. 

The bill stems from a problem in which a special election is needed, costing taxpayers 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, for a race that has already been decided, he said. 

"The fix to this is simple," he said. "We trigger the need for an election on how many 
candidates are certified for the ballot, not how many candidates file petitions for the ballot." 
Sen. Edna Brown (D-Toledo) asked if it would apply if a candidate dropped out, leaving only 
one remaining. 

"Essentially what this comes down to, if there's only one candidate left, then there's no need 
to hold an election," Sen. LaRose said. 

SB 181 1 DAY DESIGNATION (Thomas, C. ) To designate September 12 as "Jesse 
Owens Day." (CONTINUED; 1st Hearing-Sponsor) 




The bill would designate Sept 12 as Jesse Owens Day, sponsor Sen. Cecil Thomas (D- 
Cincinnati) said. He was inspired after seeing the movie "Race" and learning that Jesse 
Owens was from Ohio. 

Mr. Owens, who was born in Alabama, grew up in Cleveland and attended the Ohio State 
University, is best known for winning a record eight NCAA championships on the track in 
college and winning four gold medals at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin. 

"Jesse Owens is remembered as an ambassador for American ideals, both at home and 
abroad," Sen. Thomas said. "While his incredible athleticism is impressive on its own accord, 
his legacy is all the more noteworthy because of the character he showed in the face of 
bigotry. Recognizing Jesse Owens on his birthday - September 12 - is a fitting tribute for one 
of Ohio’s greatest native sons." 

SB 21i a ELECTION PROCEDURES (Uecker, J. ) To reduce the minimum number of 
precinct election officials in a precinct in which electronic pollbooks are used 
and to eliminate the requirement that a board of elections send a notice to a 
person's residence address when the board cancels the person's voter 
registration because it received a report of the person's death. (CONTINUED 
(See separate story); 1st Hearing-Sponsor) 

SB 28M ABORTION fUecker, J.) Regarding final disposition of fetal remains from 
surgical abortions. (CONTINUED (See separate story); 1st Hearing- 
^ Sponsor). 

Education 

SB 34 ^ ACADEMIC YEAR (Manning, G. ) To generally require public and chartered 
nonpublic schools to open for instruction after Labor Day. (CONTINUED 
(See separate story); 1st Hearing-Sponsor) 

SB 8 11 SCHOOL TECHNOLOGY & SAFETY ( Gardner, R. . Terhar, L.) To require 

the Ohio School Facilities Commission to establish a program assisting 
school districts in purchasing technology and making physical alterations to 
improve technology infrastructure and school safety and security. 
(CONTINUED (See separate story); 1st Hearing-Sponsor) 

Without discussion, the committee confirmed the governor's appointments of Eric Poklar, 
Rebecca Vasquez Skillings, Charlotte McGuire and Martha Manchester to the State Board of 
Education. 
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House Passes Bills Dealing With Cocaine, Taxes, Gambling; Speaker Talks! 


Legislation to change how cocaine is accounted for In drug convictions passed the 
House unanimously Wednesday. 

The House also advanced bills updating the state's tax code to align with federal 
changes and allowing Ohio casino employees to gamble at other casinos. 

The cocaine bill (HB 4a) passed unanimously after House members voted 95-1 to 
incorporate an emergency clause. That bill is designed to clarify the statute for how 
penalties for cocaine possession are assessed based on the amount of cocaine after an 
Ohio Supreme Court ruling interpreting the existing language, sponsor Rep. Robert 
Cupp (R-Lima) said. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, February 14, 2017) 

The Supreme Court's decision in State v. Gonzales said the state must prove the actual 
weight of the cocaine included in compounds, excluding filler material, to use the amount 
for sentencing. Rep. Cupp said it would be costly and time-consuming for the state to 
invest in the laboratory equipment to prove that for these cases. 

"The practical fact of the court's decision was to make every cocaine violation a fifth- 
degree felony unless the cocaine was pure," he said. 

Rep. John Rogers (D-Mentor-on-the-Lake) said the bill, with the emergency clause, is 
needed now because there is currently no added penalty for trafficking in large amounts 
of cocaine compared to small amounts. 

"As the law now stands, drug dealers and traffickers are incentivized to traffic in large 
quantities of cocaine," he said. 

The House also voted unanimously to pass a bill (HB 11H) to update the state's tax code 
with changes in federal law. 

"As a CPA, I am well aware some of the tax laws can be a bit dull and difficult to 
understand, however this legislation is necessary so we can ensure Ohioans are able to 
fully benefit from the new federal laws this tax season," sponsor Rep. Gary Scherer (R- 
Circleville) said in a statement. 

The other bill passed by the House (HB 32a) would allow casino employees to gamble 
at other unaffiliated casinos in the state. Sponsor Rep. Bill Seitz (R-Cincinnati) said it 
simply gave casino employees the same right already given to racino employees. 










"The only limitation by this bill is that you cannot be employed by or affiliated with the 
casino at which you are playing," Rep. Seitz said. 

Speaker's Comments: Speaker Cliff Rosenberger (R-Clarksvilie) told reporters after 
session that while a number of his caucus members are supportive of recently 
introduced "right-to-work" legislation (HB 53a), it’s not a focus for leadership. 

"We're always going to have members that want to introduce bills and do things. That's 
in their prerogative to do," he said. 'We'll have conversations with the caucus, but I don't 
know that we have a game plan going forward." 

The speaker said many in the legislature remember what happened with the last attempt 
at similar legislation (SB5, 129‘^ General Assembly), which was repealed by voters. 
There might not be broad enough support for it, he said, though the state is facing 
pressure as more states implement similar policies. 

"Ultimately for the state, the right-to-work pathway is one which is probably taken to the 
ballot," he said. 


Critics Take Aim At Several Portions Of Transportation Budget 


Detractors of certain aspects of Gov. John Kasich's proposed two-year transportation 
budget on Wednesday spoke out against tax policy changes in the bill, urged more 
funding for public transportation and lobbied for increased fees for deputy registrars. 

Testifying before the House Finance Committee, Matthew White, general counsel of IGS 
Energy, and Jason Phillips, policy director for Clean Fuels Ohio, both disagreed with a 
portion of the budget (HB 26^) that would allow for the 28-cent-per-gallon Motor Fuel 
Tax to be levied on compressed natural gas. (Redbook) 

Mr. White told the panel that the proposal would harm the fledgling industry while 
generating little revenue for the state. 

"It would be unwise to now impose a tax on CNG in such an expedited manner without 
studying how the tax may harm the industry and without looking at the complexities of 
the tax code to ensure any tax is applied fairly," he said in testimony. 

Rep. Alicia Reece (D-Cincinnati) questioned Mr. White on if he would be open to a 
phased-in approach. 

In response, Mr. White said a phased-in tax may be appropriate when the CNG market 
share grows from its current 1% to 3% or more, but not in the current budget cycle. 

"We would support a broader study of CNG, including how to incentivize it and how to 
make it work best for the state of Ohio," he said. 




Rep. Adam Miller (D-Columbus) asked how much the federal alternative fuel tax credit 
weighs on his opposition to the MFT being imposed on CNG. Mr. White said given the 
political changes in the nation's capital, he is not hopeful that the federal tax credit will be 
renewed. 

Mr. Phillips told the panel that financial incentives should be paired with the tax if it is 
imposed. 

"Pennsylvania and other states that currently tax CNG pair this tax with a very healthy 
financial incentive to offset a new tax that would hurt the ROI," he said in testimony. 
"Pennsylvania has had an incentive program for several years, allocating over $25 
million to alternative fueled vehicle projects. It has been so successful that they have 
renewed the program." 

Jeffrey Erb, president of the Ohio Association of Convenience Stores, raised concerns in 
his testimony over a proposal to change the point at which the MFT is collected. The 
proposed change would allow for the MFT to be collected at the refinery rack starting in 
2018. Currently, the tax is paid at the wholesale level, giving business owners about a 
month after purchasing the motor fuel to sell it and collect taxes from customers before 
paying taxes to the state. 

The change in the point of collection for the tax could generate as much as $92 million 
per year in revenue, according to the Legislative Service Commission. 

Mr. Erb said the change would negatively impact small businesses. 

"I asked myself who would benefit by this change. The only answer I could come up with 
that made sense was big oil. They will be the ones to hold the excise tax if this change is 
made. There certainly is no crisis in collecting the excise tax now. The Ohio Business 
Gateway is very efficient for reporting and collecting the tax," he said. 

"I also don't see this as being particularly helpful to the government. I hope the 
government does not see itself as more important than the honest hard working 
businessmen that produce goods and services that actually allow the government to 
function." 

Rep. Rob McColley (R-Napoleon), the bill's sponsor, said in a recent interview that 
amendments are likely to address both of those issues. He also said a potential change 
allowing deputy registrar fees to increase could be in the works. (See Gongwer Ohio 
Report, February 13, 2017) 

Aldo Filippelii, president of the Ohio Deputy Registrars' Association, said in his testimony 
that a fee change is warranted given the current $3.50 level was set in 2004. 

He requested the fee be boosted by $2.50 with additional increases of 50 cents in 2020 
and 2021. 




Rep. Robert Sprague (R-Findlay) questioned if it would be more appropriate to phase in 
such an increase over time. 

Mr. Filippelli said that may have worked six or seven years ago, but at this point he is 
losing employees because of the salaries he is able to pay. 

Joe Bowsher, a deputy registrar for the past two decades, said that since the last fee 
Increase, operating costs have increased significantly. 

"As an employer, I find that the wages that I pay are below other employers in my area 
including Wal-Mart, White Castle and most non-skilled positions. As a small business 
owner, it frustrates me that my employees are paid $10 per hour with little or no benefits, 
and the state employees in the same job are earning $6 more each hour plus benefits," 
he said in testimony. "For me to raise wages for my staff to the same amount as state 
employees would cost me over $120,000 per year, not including taxes and benefits." 

Rep. Dan Ramos (D-Lorain) questioned Mr. Bowsher on the number of his employees 
that receive public assistance. "The state of Ohio is not saving any money if your 
employees are on public benefits," he said. 

Mr. Bowsher said that at least one of his 13 employees receives public assistance. 

Several proponents of public transportation also urged lawmakers to make additional 
investments in the area. 

Jason Warner, manager of government affairs at the Greater Ohio Policy Center, 
applauded a proposal to use federal money to increase funding for public transportation 
by $10 million for a total of $33 million. Flowever, he said the state could do more and 
suggested than an additional $17 million in federal funds be flexed for public 
transportation. 

"Setting aside a total of $50 million in FFIWA funding to public transit will result in 7.5 
fewer miles of highway expansion, or 24 miles of highway repaired per year. For 
perspective, ODOT paved 5,564 lane miles in 2015," he said in testimony. 

"Allocating $50 million per year of FHWAfund to transit-related capital investments will 
have negligible Impact on Ohio's crucial highway maintenance and construction 
programs, while significantly improving safety, performance, and use of Ohio's public 
transportation systems." 

Asked about the impact that public transportation can have on the tourism industry in a 
city, Mr. Warner used the example of Cleveland, which hosted the 2016 Republican 
National Convention, and Columbus, which lost out to Philadelphia for the Democratic 
National Convention. Public transportation played a major role in that, he said. 




"There was no other method for them to get down to where the main convention site was 
going to be," he said of Columbus and the lack of transportation options from John 
Glenn International Airport. 

Nathan Alley, transportation policy coordinator for the Ohio Chapter of the Sierra Club, 
echoed many of those sentiments in his testimony. He told the panel that for every $1 
invested in public transit, it generates $6 in economic activity. 

"We appreciate the allocation of additional flex funding to transit in this proposed budget, 
but even with that allocation, it is our understanding that transit would still be left with a 
$20 million deficit because of anticipated changes to our state sales tax structure," he 
said. 

"Please do all that you can in this budget cycle to ensure that we achieve economic 
development, increase employment opportunities, reduce urban sprawl and congestion, 
and create more livable communities for all Ohioans." 

Akshai Singh of Ohio for Transportation Equity told the panel that the state needs to 
invest $192.4 million in capital and $96.7 million in operating funds just to meet existing 
demand for public transportation services. 

"Ohio needs a 21st century transportation system, made up not only of roads and 
highways, but also a complete network of affordable, accessible, and sustainable 
transportation options, including public transit, passenger and freight rail, electric buses 
and vehicles, and walk-able, bike-able streets. We need at least $300 million a year - to 
address the cost of backlogged capital needs, and start to build a system of transit 
alternatives for the future," he said in testimony. 

Katie Frederick, executive director of the American Council of the Blind of Ohio, asked 
lawmakers to increase funding for public transportation from its current level of 1% to 
10 %. 


The Cincinnati chamber applauded the $10 million increase in funding for public 
transportation, saying it will allow the Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority to 
replace aging and outdated vehicles. 

"At the beginning of this year, SORTA had 63 buses past their 12- year useful life," the 
group wrote. "Every year beyond this threshold means increased operating and 
maintenance costs. A 15- year- old bus costs 133% more to maintain than a 10- year- 
old bus. As of January, Metro had 40 buses that are 15 years old or older, resulting in 
more than $500,000 in additional annual operating expense. This additional $10M can 
help unlock federal resources to more rapidly replace the outdated fleet that currently 
transports people throughout our region." 

The group also said that it would be supportive of an amendment to increase funding to 
Transportation Improvement District across the state. It also noted its support for 
increased investment in transportation technology. 




"As you review programs to pilot innovations in transportation, we look forward to 
working with you to identify opportunities in southwest Ohio to deploy new technology 
and bring our state to the fore of innovation in transportation," it wrote. 


Also providing testimony was Shane Lieurance, a deputy registrar, and the Cincinnati 
USA Regional Chamber, the latter in written form. 


Seriate Cbmtihittee Debates Bill 


Election Bbards 


A Senate panel Wednesday questioned a bill that would reduce the minimum number of 
election officials needed at certain precincts and change requirements for boards of 
elections to notify households when deceased individuals are removed from voter rolls. 


Members of the Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee said they wanted 
to ensure polling places have proper supervision and that people know if they are 
mistakenly removed from voter rolls. 


The bill (SB 2111) would grant permissive authority for county boards of elections to 
reduce the minimum number of election officials from four to two in multi-precinct 
locations that use electronic poll books, sponsor Sen. Joe Uecker (R-Loveland) said. 


"Electronic poll books are revolutionizing voting in precincts across Ohio." he said. 
"These digital tablets are currently utilized by fifty-five counties. Their use will continue to 
increase as more counties take advantage of enacted state funds to assist in the cost. 
Electronic poll books eliminate reliance on traditional paper poll books creating a better 
and more efficient experience for voters and poll workers. 


That authority is permissive, meaning boards of elections would have the right to do so 
but would not be required, he said. 

Sen Edna Brown (D-Toledo) said she was worried the county board would be pressured 
to cut costs even if they didn't think it was the best course of action. 


"My concern is that county commissioners might pressure boards ^ elections to make 
these reductions and then perhaps cause other problems," she said. 

Sen. Uecker said the bill would help county boards In areas where one party is dominant 
and they have trouble finding enough election officials of the other party. 

"I think it makes a more proper as well as a more efficient election process, he said. 


Sen. Brown 
elections to 


suggested the bill require it to be a bipartisan decision by the board of 
reduce the number of election officials required, and the sponsor said he d 


be open to exploring possible amendments. 








Sen. Frank LaRose (R-Hudson) said he was worried that having fewer election officials 
could mean there would be times when only officials from one party were working. 

"When there's oniy two, my worry would be that during the normal ebb and flow of the 
day as people take a lunch break, a bathroom break, that you have bipartisan oversight," 
he said. 

The bill would also remove a requirement that a board of election send notice to a 
person's address when the board cancels a voter registration because it received a 
report of his or her death. Families have complained to boards of elections, Sen. Uecker 
said, about the emotional toll of receiving such notices. 

Sen. LaRose said he was concerned that removing the requirement could lead to voters 
accidentaliy being removed from the rolls and not finding out until they go to vote. He 
said that recently happened to a Legislative Service Commission staffer. 

"The idea was that just like any other change in voting status, there would be a 
notification sent to the household," he said. 

Sen. Michael Skindell (D-Lakewood) said stopping the notifications could lead to some 
people being unabie to vote. That outweighs the concerns of families who are upset by 
receiving the notification, he said. 

"Causing canceiiation is the greater harm," he said. 

Sen. Brown said she would like to hear more from county boards of elections about how 
they receive death notifications. 

Sen. Uecker said he would be open to whatever the committee decides to do with the 
provision, but asked that members keep an open mind and hear testimony from local 
election officials. 


Datiiig Protection Order Bill Eyed For Quick Committee Approval 



A priority House bill to permit domestic partners to obtain civil protection orders appears 
poised for quick committee passage, according to the committee's chairman. 

The measure (HB 1^) would close a loophole that sponsor Rep. Emilia Sykes (D-Akron) 
said "leaves thousands of Ohioans without recourse in the event of dating violence." 

After a first hearing Wednesday featuring emotional testimony from domestic violence 
survivors and advocates. House Civil Justice Committee Chairman Rep. Jim Butler (R- 
Oakwood) said the bill should move quickly. 

'We'll probably have it for a possible vote next week," he said. 










That's good news for Rep. Sykes and other advocates who were disheartened when the 
bill which had been on the verge of passing fizzled out during the lame duck session 
when the Senate declined to take a concurrence vote. 

In that case, the language from Rep. Sykes and former Rep. Christie Kuhns was 
amended into a separate bill on the House floor during the final night of session. The 
Senate then opted not to move the bill, saying the amendment was too "complicated" to 
pass at the zero hour. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, December 9, 2016) 

Now the bill is back with the support of Republican House leadership and with Rep. 
Nathan Manning (R-N. Ridgeville) stepping in as lead co-sponsor in place of former Rep. 
Kuhns. 

In her testimony. Rep. Sykes said abuse victims who don't meet the statutory definition 
of domestic violence have too little recourse to protect themselves and their children. 

"House Bill 1 is necessary because Ohio currently defines domestic violence as violent 
acts occurring between spouses, family members, those cohabiting, living as spouses, 
or individuals who share a child in common," Rep. Sykes said. "People in ongoing, 
substantial, intimate, and dating relationships are not included." 

Rep. Manning emphasized the bill would not create an additional class of protection 
order. Rather, It would fold domestic partners into those eligible to apply for existing 
orders. 

"Due to the risk of ongoing violence in these situations, it is important that all victims of 
abuse have resources to protect themselves," Rep. Manning said. "Many people argue 
that a piece of paper is not going to protect someone from harm, but studies have shown 
that violence stops completely or is significantly reduced when a protection order is in 
place." 

Others testifying in support included representatives from the Summit County Victim 
Assistance Program, Northeast Ohio Medical University and its police department, and 
Cleveland Clinic Akron General along with a Summit County Juvenile Court judge. 

But perhaps the most powerful testimony came from a pair of domestic violence 
survivors who described in detail their experience. 

Victoria Morgan described having her own protection order request rejected only to see 
her attacker later force his way into her home and kick her twice down a staircase. 

"A lot of times, people only think about the physical signs of abuse," she said. "But the 
emotional is so much worse. Going through counseling, putting my children through 
counseling,... I urge you to pass this bill. It's needed." 





Liv Out Loud Founder and CEO Diona Clark recounted her experience in which she 
ended a relationship, and then her ex-boyfriend arrived at her new home with a gun, 
trapping her Inside. 

"After about an hour, he finally let up from the door and I went to reach for the doorknob 
and he shot me twice at point blank range, once in the chest and once in the wrist," she 
said. 

"My life was spared, but another life could be lost due to lack of proper protection and 
services to turn to." she continued. "HB 1 can provide adequate help for individuals in 
need. I am determined to fight for individuals who are victimized; therefore I am 
determined to fight for HB 1 


Opponents Of‘Pastor Protection Act' Warn Of LGBT Discrimination, But 




Speaker Cliff Rosenberger indicated support Wednesday for a controversial bill on 
same-sex marriage, which a couple hours later was the target of intense criticism from 
several clergy members and other opponents. 

Similar legislation (HB286, 131st General Assembly) was introduced in the last 
legislative session but never cleared committee. 

However, Speaker Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) said after session the bill (HB 363) is a 
priority for many House Republicans, and that it would reaffirm protections already 
enshrined in the Ohio Constitution. 

'We have a lot of people in the caucus interested to see something happen with this," he 
told reporters. 

The speaker said his caucus is going to talk more about the bill next week. 

"The state constitution already provides for a lot of protections and I think what we'll be 
doing is passing a bill that just reaffirms that," he said. 

Prior to Wednesday's committee testimony, which focused on opponents. Rep. Nino 
Vitale (R-Urbana) amended the bill with language he said would clarify that it does not 
invalidate other rights of clergy members. 

Afterward, a Democratic lawmaker, nearly a dozen pastors and others denounced the 
controversial measure, which would codify that no licensed minister or religious 
organization is required to perform or host a marriage ceremony that does not conform 
to their religious beliefs. 






















Delivering testimony to the panel, Rep, Nickie Antonio said the so-called Pastor 
Protection Act is unnecessary, offensive to members of Ohio's LGBT community and 
has the potential to damage the state economically. 

The Lakewood Democrat said in testimony that both federal and state law provide 
religious freedom protections that prevent ministers and religious institutions from being 
forced to take part in wedding ceremonies with which they disagree. She likened the 
legislation to a controversial North Carolina law that prevented local governments from 
implementing anti-discrimination laws and forced transgendered individuals to use the 
restroom of their birth gender. 

"If we codify discrimination in Ohio through this bill, we could open the floodgates to 
confusion and the public's overall disgust with discriminatory legislation," she said. "We 
need look no further than North Carolina to know that bills that would codify 
discrimination, don't sell. In North Carolina, PayPal cancelled 400 jobs, Bruce 
Springsteen canceled his concert, the NBA pulled the All-Star Game, and the NCAA 
moved its championship games out of state, costing millions, if not billions in lost 
revenue and payroll." 

Rep. Antonio instead suggested that lawmakers move legislation that would ban LGBT 
discrimination in employment and housing. 

"No matter how this debate goes forward I believe it is important for us to remember that 
we may disagree and discern another person or group to be wrong-but when that 
discernment causes us to value another person or group less, then we’ve crossed the 
line into judgment, condemnation, and exclusion," she said. "I am hopeful we will not 
cross that line. I respect the members of the clergy who have concerns my hope is that 
we will experience mutual respect for the dignity and worth of all couples including same 
sex couples." 

Rep. Janine Boyd (D-Cleveland Hts.) asked Rep. Antonio, the first openly gay member 
of the Ohio legislature, if she and her married partner considered having their wedding 
ceremony in a place of worship that is not open to non-traditional marriage. 

'We went to the place that we knew would embrace us, that would celebrate us," Rep. 
Antonio replied. 

Rep. Michael Sheehy (D-Oregon) asked if she is aware of any lawsuits filed due to a 
member of the clergy's failure to solemnize a marriage. Rep. Antonio said she is not 
aware of any such litigation. Even so, she said the bill would not prevent such a lawsuit 
from being filed. 

"With or without this law, anyone in Ohio has the ability to file a lawsuit If they feel they 
have been wronged," she said. 

Rev. Virginia Lohmann Bauman, senior pastor of St. John's United Church of Christ in 
Columbus, called the legislation "a thinly veiled attempt to legitimize bigotry" and drew a 





comparison with the U.S. Supreme Court case of Loving v. Virginia, in which the high 
court struck down laws banning interracial marriage, 

"And yet for decades after that case was decided, and in fact, even today, racist pastors 
in their own churches refuse to marry, with impunity, inter-racial couples they deem unfit 
to be married in their church," she said in her testimony. "And that right to officiate, or 
not, in the pastor's own house of worship, is constitutionally protected by our federal and 
state constitutions. Interestingly, at no time after the Loving decision did the Ohio 
legislature find it necessary to ’protect' pastors from being 'forced' to marry Inter-racial 
couples outside of that pastor's faith beliefs." 

Rep. Niraj Antani (R-Miamisburg) took issue with the characterization that the legislation 
is an attempt to "legitimize bigotry" and questioned Ms. Lohmann Bauman on how she 
could be so certain that there is no need for the measure. 

"There is no precedent for this. How can you say this is redundant?" he asked. 

Ms. Lohmann Bauman responded by saying that it is not the job of the legislature to 
legislate "hypothetical fears" and said that U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony 
Kennedy in the Obgerfeil decision legalizing same-sex marriage made clear that it would 
not interfere with religious protections provided by the First Amendment. 

Rep. Ron Hood (R-Ashville) questioned whether Ms. Lohmann Bauman was 
characterizing those members of the clergy who support the measure as bigots. (See 
Gongwer Ohio Report, February 8, 2017) 

"I do believe they are asking the legislature to do something inappropriate," she said, 
adding that the question would be best answered by each of the members of the clergy 
supporting the legislation. 

Rep. Stephanie Howse (D-Cleveland) asked Ms. Lohmann Bauman if she is aware of 
any lawsuits filed against a member of the clergy that has refused to conduct a marriage 
ceremony for any reason. 

"There are none that I'm aware of," she said. 

Ms. Lohmann Bauman was among 11 members of the clergy that submitted testimony in 
opposition to the bill. 

Rev. Joseph M. Cherry of the Unitarian Universalist Society of Cleveland raised the 
specter that the legislation could pave the way to allow civil servants to discriminate 
against members of the LGBT community. 

"Civil sen/ants must fulfill the law or face the consequences," he said in his testimony. 
"They are not subject to exception based upon their faith, religion or tradition. If they do 
not wish to perform all of the duties that their civil position requires, they are free to seek 
other employment. No one is conscripted into civil service," 



Rev. J. Bennett Guess of the United Church of Christ, who said he refused to sign 
marriage licenses for the 11-year period in which the ban against same-sex marriage 
was enshrined In the state constitution, called the bill "a solution In search of a non¬ 
existent problem." 

"'Bogus' is the only word I have for It," he said in prepared testimony. "While purportedly 
designed to protect clergy and places of worship from performing or hosting marriages 
against their wishes, it is unnecessary and a complete waste of taxpayers' time and 
money." 

Opposition testimony, however, was not confined to members of the cloth and Rep. 
Antonio. Alana Jochum of Equality Ohio told the panel that the legislation gives wide 
latitude to undefined "religious societies." 

"Religious entities play many roles in our state. Catholic Charities and Salvation Army, 
for example, provide a host of social services, crisis intervention, temporary housing, 
after school programs, and even food assistance. Many receive state and federal 
funding to do so. and are obligated to serve everybody equally in these programs," she 
said in prepared testimony. "Religious entities, therefore, are not always simply 'houses 
of worship;' they also include entities that engage in commerce - by operating 
conference centers, reception halls, engaging in equipment rental, and much more." 

Lisa Wurm, policy manager for the ACLU of Ohio, said her organization would defend 
the freedom of religion if clergy members were required to conduct marriages that 
violate their religious tenets. 

"At the same time, we will not allow the guise of religious freedom to harm others," she 
said In prepared testimony. "This is what it means when religious liberty turns from 
acting as a shield to a sword. We've rejected the sword approach during the civil rights 
era, when religion was used as a reason to refuse integration in businesses and in our 
public areas. We need to continue to reject it now." 


Seriate Resumes Debate Over Disposal Of Fetal Remams- 


Legislation dealing with the disposition of fetal remains from abortions had its first 
hearing in a Senate committee Wednesday, with some members voicing concerns that it 
would face legal challenges. 

The bill (SB 28iM) is similar to one introduced last session (SB254, 131st General 
Assembly) as part of a flurry of legislation that followed an investigation by Attorney 
General Mike DeWine into the disposal of remains. 

The measure's sponsor, Sen. Joe Uecker (R-Loveland), told the Senate Government 
Oversight and Reform Committee the bill is designed to ensure the proper disposal of 
remains. 









"Last year it was brought to my attention that the Ohio Revised Code does not contain 
procedures regarding the disposal of aborted infant remains," he said. "In fact, most 
states lack such policies." 

The bill declares that an abortion facility can only dispose of aborted remains through 
cremation or interment and grants the mother the right to determine the final disposition 
of remains, Sen. Uecker said, it would also require the Department of Health to maintain 
records of the woman's decision and the final disposition. 

Sen. Kenny Yuko (D-Richmond Hts.), the ranking Democrat on the panel, said similar 
legislation in Indiana and Texas has been challenged and overturned in courts, and he 
was worried it was setting the state up for expensive legal issues. 

He also said there didn't appear to be any real reason for the bill, as investigations have 
not turned up a pattern of problems with the disposal of remains. 

"I know as legislators, we get contacted by people asking us to look at possible 
legislation and here's the reason why," he said. "I just can't think of the reason why in 
this case." 

Sen. Uecker said the state should take steps to ensure fetal remains are respected. 

"I believe that the right to life is the very first right we have, possibly the most important 
right we have," he said. "I believe that the way society shows this is crucial." 

He also said he believed there were differences between his bill and the legislation in 
Texas and Indiana, and that it would be more likely to withstand judicial scrutiny. 

Sen. Frank LaRose (R-Hudson) asked if the bill would apply to all fetal remains or just 
those from surgical abortions. The sponsor said it would only apply to the remains from 
surgical abortions. 

Sen. Michael Skindell (D-Lakewood) asked if it was appropriate for the state to single 
out one kind of fetal remains. 

"What state interest is being served by the unequal treatment of just surgical fetuses 
versus any other fetal death?" he asked. 

Chairman Sen. Bill Coley (R-Liberty Twp.) said he and the committee will take a serious 
look at vetting all of the legal implications of the bill with the hopes of avoiding burdening 
the state with lawsuits. 


Senate Advances Measure Creating Perry County Muriicipa! Court 


Once again, the Senate unanimously passed legislation to establish a county municipal 
court in Perry County. 







The latest 33-0 vote, during a session Wednesday, marked the third time the chamber 
has approved the bill. In the most recent instance, the bill cleared the Senate, only to be 
held up in a House committee during the 2016 lame duck session. (SB 299M, 131®^ 
General Assembly) 

"This will be the third time this body has voted on this and it's my hope the House can 
act expeditiously on it and we can secure timely order of justice for the citizens of Perry 
County," sponsor Sen. Jay Hottinger (R-Newark) told colleagues on the Senate floor. 

In addition to creating the court, the bill (SB 25^ authorizes one full-time judgeship and 
provides for the nomination of that judge by petition. Upon its effect, the bill would 
abolish the existing Perry County Court and designate the county's clerk of courts as the 
clerk of the newly formed court. 

Supporters - including the Ohio Supreme Court - say the court is needed after New 
Lexington eliminated its mayor's court in 2013, a cost-saving move that increased the 
caseload of other county courts from 1,800 cases a year to between 5,000-6,000 cases 
a year. 

The bill contains an emergency clause, which was accepted by a 33-0 vote. That 
provision was necessitated, Sen. Hottinger said, by a committee amendment requested 
by the Ohio Supreme Court. 

Added earlier this week, the amendment allows members of the Criminal Justice 
Recodification Committee to continue serving after they're no longer officeholders. 

The Senate also unanimously passed a resolution (SCR 4S) that permits the Senate 
President and House Speaker to appoint individuals to write arguments for and against 
proposed constitutional amendments. 

Similar provisions have been passed unanimously each session since 1974, said 
sponsor Sen. Bob Peterson (R-Sabina). 

Obhof Gaggle: Speaking to reporters after session. Senate President Larry Obhof (R- 
Medina) said he anticipates the chamber will act quickly on approving the governor's 
request for a joint session April 4 in Sandusky for the State of the State address. (See 
Gongwer Ohio Report, February 13, 2017) 

Formal resolutions to convene the joint session had not been introduced by lawmakers 
In either chamber as of Wednesday afternoon. 

"I think it's a great opportunity to showcase some of our natural resources, particularly 
the lake," he said. "I've spoken with (Sen. Randy) Gardner several times about possible 
activities up there and I think this will give us a chance to focus on some of the water 
quality efforts we've done over the last few years and maybe some that are coming up 
and to highlight Ohio's tremendous tourism Industry." 



He said the Senate could hold two or three committee meetings on site in Sandusky, 
although no firm plans have been made. 

Asked about the recent introduction of a House right-to-work bill (HB 53^), Sen. Obhof 
said the issue isn't a priority for Senate leadership. 

"As with any piece of legislation, we'll give thoughtful consideration to anything that 
comes to our chamber," he said. "I would say you'd have to speak to the individual 
caucus members but we have done significant reforms in recent years. 

'Tm not aware of anybody in the Senate that plans to introduce a bill about that subject 
but there are 33 members and I haven't called the other 32 to see were everybody is on 
what bills everyone's introducing. I don't micromanage like that," he continued. 



It is unlikely that watchers of a bill that would move the first day of school to after Labor 
Day will know soon whether it has the Senate Education Committee's support. 

Chairwoman Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering) said she's planning for long discussions 
on the bill (SB 34^) as well as another to create a funding program for school 
technology infrastructure upgrades (SB 8^). 

"I think both of the ones that were in (committee) today are going to require a fair 
amount of hearings," she said. 

The panel will also extensively review anticipated legislation on end-of-course exams 
and student suspensions in addition to a recently referred bill (SB 393) addressing 
questions about e-school attendance tracking, she said. 

The school start date measure, sponsored by Sen. Gayle Manning (R~N. Ridgevilie), has 
generated considerable buzz among school districts and parents since it was first 
unveiled late in the last General Assembly. 

Waiting to open schools until after Labor Day would alleviate issues caused by a lack of 
air conditioning or functioning windows in schools when it is hot, as well as give families 
more time to vacation, Sen. Manning said. 

"This additional vacation time for families also helps to promote economic activity," she 
said. "This can create and maintain jobs, providing additional local tax revenues that 
support our schools and local public safety resources." 

Sen. Manning stressed that the bill shouldn't interfere with local control because it has 
an opt-out provision allowing school boards to continue setting the start dates of their 
choosing. Boards would be required to hold a public hearing before voting to opt out. 


























The change from calculating the school year in days to hours would also make it 
possible for districts to maintain their current end dates while pushing back the start 
date, she added. 

While tourism Industry leaders are expected to once again testify in support of the 
measure that they say will benefit the state's economy, it's likely many school districts 
won't be in favor. 

Sen. Lehner said after the meeting that she’s "open to" starting school in September 
because other states already require it without issue. However, she acknowledged there 
could be logistical problems and that public hearings on the issue have the potential to 
cause rifts between schools and parents. 

"At what point does it become an opt out versus a, 'Hell no we won't go,"' she 
questioned. 

Regardless of concerns and the inability of the proposal to pass through previous 
legislatures, the chairwoman at the end of Wednesday's discussion promised Sen. 
Manning that the bill will continue to be seriously considered. 

The committee also heard sponsor testimony on a bill to allow schools that are low on 
the School Facilities Commission’s priority funding list to receive dollars now for 
technology and safety upgrades. A companion measure (HB 373) started its journey 
through the House Education and Career Readiness Committee on Tuesday. (See 
Gongwer Ohio Report, February 14, 2017) 

Joint sponsor Sen. Randy Gardner (R-Bowling Green) said he’ll be pushing to move the 
bill through the upper chamber before spring break. 

"This was a recommendation in Senate Bill 3 (in the 130*^ General Assembly), but this 
amps this issue up another notch to do something that we believe can be very 
meaningful for schools and school children around the state," he said of the bill that 
would require the School Facilities Commission to create a technology infrastructure 
funding program as opposed to current law that permits it. 

Sen. Gardner told committee members that the two-page bill would give OSFC the 
ability to structure the program in the way it deems best after receiving input from 
stakeholders. 

Despite his optimism that the bill will be reported out of committee in the next few weeks, 
Sen. Lehner said it will likely require multiple hearings and stakeholder meetings to 
continue "ironing out some of the questions." 

She suggested that the sponsors consider whether charter schools would be eligible for 
the funding and Sen. Vernon Sykes (D-Akron) raised questions about if and how district 
priority would be determined. 





Law enforcement officials and advocates on Wednesday announced the official kickoff 
of a statewide campaign to enshrine new requirements for the treatment of crime victims 
into the Ohio Constitution. 

Supporters of the so-called Marsy's Law. named after a murder victim who died in 1983 
and patterned after similar laws in other states, appeared at a Statehouse news 
conference and urged support for the changes, which if the coalition is successful would 
appear on the Nov. 7 ballot. 

The Marsy's Law for Ohio amendment would mandate that crime victims: Receive 
notification of all legal proceedings; are provided the opportunity to be heard during the 
various steps of the process, such as parole hearings; are allowed to give input on plea 
deals; and are provided restitution resulting from the financial impact of the crime. 

"By placing guarantees into the Ohio Constitution that a victim's rights will be protected, 
Marsy's Law for Ohio will be another important tool for prosecutors in the battle to help 
crime victims," longtime Franklin County Prosecutor Ron O'Brien said in a statement. 

While the state's constitution already includes some protections for crime victims, 
supports of the amendment say they don't go far enough. 

"The rights of crime victims are too important to be allowed to fall through the cracks in 
the criminal justice system," Franklin County Sheriff Dallas Baldwin said. "I have long 
believed that the rights of crime victims should be respected just as much as the rights 
of the accused. Marsy's Law for Ohio is a much-needed change to Ohio's constitution." 

Also appearing at Wednesday's event were representatives of crime victim advocacy 
groups and survivors of violent crimes. 

"My rights as a victim in the domestic violence case against my husband were routinely 
violated and no one in the system seemed to care," crime victim Danielle Morlan said. 
"Marsy's Law for Ohio will change that and give crime victims the ability to protect and 
enforce their rights." 

The campaign committee was cleared to begin collecting signatures last week when the 
Ohio Ballot Board agreed the proposal constituted a single issue. (See Gongwer Ohio 
Report, February 8, 2017) 

Supporters have until July 5 to gather 305,591 valid signatures and meet other 
requirements to qualify for the fall ballot. 








Sen. Cliff Hite (R-Findlay) on Wednesday renewed his effort to overhaul the Current 
Agricultural Use Value tax formula in testimony before the Senate Ways & Means 
Committee. 

The proposal he outlined (SB 36ii) is identical to his prior bill on the subject (SB246, 

131®^ General Assembly), he said. But he's hoping this year's bill will fare better than the 
last, which received six hearings in the Senate but failed to advance beyond committee. 

"I understand the angst. I'm sure the Department of Taxation is going to pull their hair 
out," Sen. Hite said. "We've been thinking about this and talking about this for a long 
time. It's time to do something. It's time to give relief to these farmers." 

Farmer groups for their part have already vowed to "carry the CAUV fairness fight into 
2017." They say the formula that has worked fine for decades has become skewed and 
is driving up their tax burdens, threatening to force them out of the profession. (See 
Gongwer Ohio Report, December 20, 2016) 

Opponents, including statewide school groups, have previously opposed the change out 
of concerns it will negatively impact school funding. 

Predicting that those concerns will return before the committee in testimony this session, 
Sen. Hite urged lawmakers to put themselves in the position of farmers. 

"If any of you were doing your taxes this time of year and you discovered your taxes 
were going to go up 300% you would freak out, especially if you're on a fixed income, 
especially if you're a brand new, let's say, farmer trying to get started," he said." 

The bill would prohibit the use of certain nonagricultural factors in the valuation of 
farmland, which the sponsor said would improve the accuracy of the formula. 

"Including these assumptions has no bearing upon the land's capability to produce 
agricultural income, which is the sole purpose of the CAUV formula," he said. "These 
factors arbitrarily inflate the value of farmland based on market considerations and do 
not in any way account for how much income is achieved." 

The bill would also remove disincentives to engage in conservation practices, which he 
said undermines the formula's original intent to preserve land. 

"If I don't have an incentive to keep my woodlands. I'm going to plow them down and 
make more money," Sen. Hite said. Although that is currently happening, he said, it's not 
yet occurring on a large scale. 

He acknowledged that the taxation percentage for some farmers is currently going 
down, but asked lawmakers to keep that in perspective. 






"To me going from (a) 350% (increase) to 310% is going down but, in layman Coach 
Hite language, it’s a major butt-kicker anyway," he said. "It's not even apples and 
oranges. It's like apples and squirrels." 

In response to questions, Sen. Hite committed to providing specific numbers on several 
aspects of the issue to senators moving forward. Among the unanswered questions was 
how the CAUV applies to urban farmers. 

Sen. Hite did express support for an idea from Sen. Louis Terhar (R-Cincinnati) to 
implement a "collar" on the formula so that the taxes owed in any one year could not rise 
above or drop below specific levels. 

"But there's a caveat," Sen. Hite replied. "The formula from the 70s has the capacity to 
also go down and so if you change that formula the chances of going way down would 
be eliminated with the (collar). I don't know what is better." 

Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering) requested more detail on woodland preservation 
regarding the CAUV. Sen. Hite replied that the woodland in question is typically small 
and serves as a wind or snow buffer. Under the current formula, however, farmers stand 
to gain money from clearing that land to free up new farmland, he said. 

Sen. Bob Hackett (R-London) agreed that something must be done. He criticized a time 
lag present in the formula in which farms going through tough times are still paying taxes 
for healthy years from 2012 and 2013. Meanwhile, he said, the industry is struggling with 
historically low interest rates and simultaneously high crop prices. 

"We just have to update the rules and make them fit the times," Sen. Hackett said. 

Sen. Bob Peterson (R-Sabina) agreed the historically low capitalization rates have 
"skewed the formula" and forced land values to be higher than they should be. 

Predicting a robust discussion on the issue as the bill moves forward, Sen. Hite 
requested committee members keep in mind the importance agriculture plays in Ohio's 
economy. Potential farmers are being deterred from entering the profession, he said. 

'We can't allow that to happen when it's our number one industry in the state of Ohio," 
he said. "This is a change to make sure we preserve that." 


Insurers, Regulators Eyeing DC For Health Policy Changes 


State insurance regulators and the health insurance industry are closely monitoring the 
federal debate over the future of the Affordable Care Act to determine the impact that 
changes could have on Ohio consumers and the marketplace, stakeholders told a 
House panel on Wednesday. 












Jiliian Froment, deputy director of the Ohio Department of insurance, and Miranda 
Motter, president and CEO of the Ohio Association of Health Plans, both said changes 
could have a far-reaching impact on the Ohio market. 

Ms. Froment told the House Insurance Committee that the full impact of any federal 
changes won't be known until a final product is in place. 

She said, however, that insurers will be filing their 2018 rates and policies within the next 
two months. "We are incredibly concerned about what this looks like for Ohio," she said. 

Ms. Froment noted that those filings will be based on current law. If there are changes, 
ODI will have to be flexible to accommodate for adjustments. 

"At this point, they’re looking for clarity," she said of insurers. "And that’s what the 
department's looking for." 

Ms. Motter said federal changes could either bring stability or volatility to insurance 
markets. 

The federal law, she said, did little to address health care costs, and said efforts should 
be made to identify key cost drivers - including medical service rates and prescription 
costs. Further, she said OAHP wants to increase transparency so Ohioans have more 
information about the cost of the medical services they are obtaining. 

Other key cost-related issues, she said, are state and federal mandates, taxes and fees. 

ODI: In an introductory presentation, Ms. Froment told the panel the agency regulates 
insurers and agents across Ohio, and is pleased that Ohio is home to a robust insurance 
industry. The agency's goal is to assure consumer protection while promoting a stable 
and competitive environment. 

She said Ohio is the sixth-largest state by premium volume, and represents the world's 
17‘^“largest insurance market. 

She told Rep. Michael Henne (R-Clayton) that the use of data analytics is at the center 
of the rate-setting process. Rates, she said, need to be tied to the risk of loss or 
expense. 

Rep. Andy Brenner (R-Powell) asked how the department will be reviewing auto 
insurance rates with the expected increase in the use of automated vehicles. 

Ms. Froment said that will be a big issue in the future, adding the agency expects the 
industry to come to an agreement the same way insurance issues were addressed with 
ride-sharing services like Uber. 




Discussions on that front are ongoing with iarge auto insurers, she said. "We're seeing 
them come to the table with some really good ideas." 

OAHP: Ms. Motter said her members want to promote quality care and affordable 
coverage. 

She said 52% of Ohioans receive their coverage through employer-sponsored plans, 
and a majority of those employer plans are self-insured. That means local business 
leaders are often the ones determining the scope of coverage for the majority of 
Ohioans. 

A key issue for insurers is the cost of health services, Ms. Motter said. "If health care is 
expensive, health insurance is expensive," she said. 

Ms. Motter also said lawmakers can take another step to address Ohio's opioid problem 
by limiting the availability of medication that can be addictive. She said OAHP backs 
federal recommendations to reduce the number of pills that are issued to treat certain 
conditions. 

She also told Rep. Wes Retherford (R-Middletown) that the group opposes budget 
language that would eliminate transparency reforms that were included in the previous 
budget bill. 

Rep. John Boccieri (D-Alliance) raised questions about the Importance of having health 
insurance coverage be portable, given new research indicating that many young people 
will change jobs many times over their lives. Ms. Motter said that is an issue that can be 
discussed among member plans. 

Oil, AOLIC: Dean Fadel of the Ohio Insurance Institute and Greg Lestini, representing 
the Association of Ohio Life Insurance Companies, also briefed the committee on the 
role and scope of their members' Industries. 

Mr. Fadel said there are 972 property and casualty companies licensed to do business 
in Ohio, and strong competition helps keep the state's average rates well below national 
averages. 

The state’s average auto insurance rate is the 12'*^ lowest, while the average 
homeowner's insurance rate is 30% less than the national average, he said. 

He said the industry is a key economic driver, accounting for a significant number of 
employees and economic activity. 

Mr. Fadel said the industry is pleased that a number of educational institutions have 
added insurance-related programs and certificates, saying that training is important to 
the industry's future in Ohio. 



Mr. Lestini also said Ohio is fortunate to have some of the lowest-cost life insurance 
options available. 

He said 40 life insurers are domiciled in the state, and all insurers have six million 
policies valued at $960 billion in place. Life Insurance companies also make other 
contributions to the state by investing in mortgages and owning property, he said. 

Mr. Lestini said Ohio is known as a stable state in terms of regulation, and it is important 
that the premium tax the industry pays is preserved. He also cautioned lawmakers 
against imposing new taxes on out-of-state insurers, saying the threat of retaliatory 
taxes could create issues for Ohio companies that sell policies elsewhere. 

Subscribers Note: The presentations are available on the committee's website under 
Feb. 15. 


Survey Shows Restaurant Owners Optimistic; Cedar Fair Has Record 
Fiscal Year; Diebold, DDR Report Financials . . r L " ; 



Restaurant owners and operators entered the new year with optimism after a strong 
finish to 2016, according to Ohio Restaurant Association survey results. 

Restaurateurs in the state told ORA that they're planning for a 4% same-store sales 
Increase in 2017 after experiencing an average 3% sales increase across the industry 
last year. 

"The Ohio restaurant scene is dynamic with growth opportunities for concepts with 
outstanding brand positioning, great food, A+ guest service and flexible models that offer 
many customer touch points such as mobile ordering and delivery," ORA President and 
CEO John Barker said in a statement. 

"Same-stores sales in Ohio during the fourth quarter were positive for our industry, up 
more than 3% as we experienced mild weather and strong traffic around the holidays," 
he added. "Growth slowed in January, but owners are bullish about the year due to 
strong consumer confidence and a soaring stock rriarket." 

About 80 restaurateurs throughout the state with an average of 2.5 restaurants and 
revenue per company of about $5.7 million replied to the survey, which also asked about 
food delivery utilization, food delivery impact, off-premise occasions, and food and labor 
cost outlooks. 

Cedar Fair: The Sandusky-based theme park company continued to break records in 
2016, ending the year with $1.29 billion in revenues. 

It reported the revenues, which were up 4% from 2015, along with net income, that 
came in at $178 million, or $3.14 per diluted limited partner unit. 
















The increases go hand-in-hand with others, including a 3% jump in attendance to 25.1 
million guests last year, the company said. Average in-park spending also increased 2% 
to a record $46.90 per guest. 

Out-of-park spending also hit record numbers, coming it at $146 million - a 6% increase 
from 2015. Cedar fair attributed those revenues in part to higher occupancy rates and 
average daily room rates at the company's resort properties. 

"We credit this achievement to our unique regional brands and the positive responses 
we have received for our special events programming and immersive entertainment 
offerings," CEO Matt Ouimet said. "These individual park brands allow us to provide our 
guests an experience unmatched by other generic amusement parks. This in turn has 
resulted in strong guest loyalty within the regions we operate and decades of record 
growth across all revenue channels." 

Based on the year-end earnings report, the company said it's confident it will achieve its 
long-term growth goal of $500 million in Adjusted EBITDA by the end of 2017, which is a 
year earlier than planned. 

Diebold Nixdorf: The company reported fourth-quarter revenue of $1.2 billion - an 
Increase of nearly 104% over last year as a result of the acquisition of Wincor Nixdrof. 

Full-year revenue also increased 37.1% to $3.3 billion compared to 2015, the company 
said. It cautioned, however, that comparisons to previous periods are materially affected 
by the August acquisition. 

DDR: The Beachwood company posted fourth quarter net income attributable to 
common shareholders of $28.1 million, or $0.08 per diluted share 

For its full fiscal year ended Dec. 31, it reported net income of $37.6 million, or $0.10 per 
diluted share. That's an improvement over last year, when it saw a net loss of $94.5 
million, or $0.27 per diluted share. 


Supplemental Agency Calendar 


Thursday, February 16 


Canceled: 


Wednesday, February 22 


Racing Commission, 77 S. High St., Rm. 1960, Columbus, 10 a.m. 

State Personnel Board of Review, 65 E. State St, 12th FI., Columbus, 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, March 22 


state Personnel Board of Review, 65 E. State St, 12th FI., Columbus, 10 a.m. 


Supplemental Event Planner 


Wednesday, February 22 














Ohio Farm Bureau Ag Day at the Capital, Sheraton Columbus Hotel, 75 State Street, Columbus 

Tuesday, March 21 

Ohio Craft Brewers Association legislative reception, Wolfs Ridge Brewing, 215 N. 4th St., 
Columbus, 5 p.m. 

















bally Activity Pianner for Thursday, Februar y 16 
. .... 


House Finance: State Government & Agency Review Sub. {Chr. Faber, K., 466- 
6344), Rm. 121, 9 a.m. 

Budget testimony from Optical Dispensers Board, Optometry Board, Dietetics 
Board, and Public Testimony. 

House State & Local Government (Committee Record) (Chr. Anielski, M., 644-6041), Rm. 
116, 9 a.m. 


HB_5sl MICROBUSINESSES fPelanda. D. . Gavarone. T. ) To create a statutory 

definition of "microbusiness." (2nd Hearing-Ail testimony) 

HB 12 ii OFFICIAL STATE STRUCTURE ( Gonzales. A. ) To designate the barn as 
the official historical architectural structure of the state. (2nd Hearing-All 
testimony) 

HB 31 ^ GOVERNMENT CONTRACTING (Cupp, R.) To abolish the Government 
Contracting Advisory Council. (2nd Hearing-All testimony) 

HB 34 1i PUBLIC NOTICES ( Hamblev, S. . Ryan, S.) To authorize certain state 

agencies, local governments, and other boards, commissions, and officers to 
deliver certain notices by ordinary mail and electronically instead of by 
certified mail. (2nd Hearing-All testimony) 

House Finance: Agriculture, Development & Natural Resources Sub. (Chr. 

Thompson, A., 644-8728), Rm. 018, 9 a.m. 

• Budget testimony from OARDC and OSU Extension, Petroleum Underground 
Storage Tank Release Compensation Board, Environmental Review Appeals 
Commission and Consumers' Counsel 

Joint Medicaid Oversight Committee (Committee Record) (Chr. Huffman, S., 466-7584), 

Finance Hearing Rm., 9 a.m. 

• Expansion Population - Ohio Medicaid Group VIII Assessment by Barbara 
Sears, Director, Ohio Department of Medicaid 

Joint Education Oversight Committee (Committee Record) (Chr. Hite, C,, 466-8150), 

South Hearing Rm., 9:30 a.m. 

• Presentation from Superintendent of Public Instruction Paolo DeMarla on Ohio's 
Draft Accountability Plan for the Federal Every Student Succeeds Act. 

House Aging & Long Term Care (Committee Record) (Chr. Arndt, S., 644-6011), Rm. 113, 

10 a.m. 



Presentations by the Ohio Department of Aging and Ohio Department of Job & 
Family Services 

House Finance: Higher Education Sub. (Chr, Perales, R., 644-6020), Ohio History 
Center, 800 E. 17th Ave., Cardinal Classroom, Columbus, 12 p.m. 

Budget testimony from Ohio History Connection, Ohioana Library Board, 


Ohioana Library Association 








state Teachers Retirement System, 275 E. Broad St., Columbus, 8 a.m. 

School Employees Retirement System, 300 E. Broad St., Columbus, 8:30 a.m. 
Canc e l e d: R e a l Estat e Appra i ser Bo a rd, 77 South H i gh Str ee t, 22nd Floor, 
Columbus, 9:30 a.m. 

Children's Trust Fund, 77 South High Street, 31st Floor, Room East B, Columbus, 
10 a.m. 

Tuition Trust Authority, 77 S. High St., 31st FI., West B&C, Columbus, 10 a.m. 











From: GongwerNews Service 

Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2017 8:21 AM 

To: Miller, Brad 

Subject: Ohio Media Clips, Thursday, February 16 



Ohio bill: Kill the tampon tax (Cincinnati Enquirer, 2/16/2017) 


Andrew Puzder, Trump's Cleveland-born labor secretary nominee, 
withdraws amid controversy (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/16/2017) 

Gov. John Kasich headed for Germany, England (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 
2/16/2017) 

Marsy's Law for Ohio begins campaign for crime victim ballot initiative 
(Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/16/2017) 

Ohio congress members Marcia Fudge, Tim Ryan back Jaime Harrison of 
SC for DNC chair (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/16/2017) 

Talk it out: Should Ohio become a 'right to work' state? (Cleveland Plain 
Dealer, 2/16/2017) 

Sherrod Brown, 10 other senators, call for special investigation of Flynn 
(Columbus Dispatch, 2/16/2017) 

Sherrod Brown, Ohio labor leader glad that Puzder withdrew (Columbus 
Dispatch, 2/16/2017) 











The Daily Briefing; It's official, Portman supports Gorsuch for Supreme 
Court (Columbus Dispatch, 2/16/2017) 

The Daily Briefing; Kasich talking security, jobs in Germany, United 
Kingdom (Columbus Dispatch, 2/16/2017) 

Crime victims seek more rights and protections In Ohio constitution 
(Dayton Daily News, 2/16/2017) 

Ohio working on marijuana ‘seed to sale’ tracking (Dayton Daily News, 
2/16/2017) 

Should Ohio schools start after Labor Day? (Dayton Daily News, 
2/16/2017) 

Some speed limits in Ohio may change daily depending on traffic 
(Dayton Daily News, 2/16/2017) 

Ohio clears wording of cocaine sentencing (Toledo Blade, 2/16/2017) 


EDITORIALS 


wmimmmmimmmmmmrmmmimimmmrmiimmmimmmmfmmmmmfmmmmmmmmmmmmih 


Trump, Flynn and the Russian link (Akron Beacon Journal, 2/16/2017) 


Editorial: Enrollment drop is real problem (Columbus Dispatch, 
2/16/2017) 


Escaping DeVos (Toledo Blade, 2/16/2017) 


We owe them (Toledo Blade, 2/16/2017) 
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From: Springhetti, Blake 

Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2017 9:09 AM 

To: Miller, Brad 

Subject: Press Release 

Attachments: Fuel Tax Transparency Act - Press Release DRAFT.docx; Fuel Tax 
Sticker.jpg 


Good morning Brad, 

Attached is the press reiease we would like sent out today. We made a few small changes 
from the last draft we sent. Also attached is the replica graphic to be sent out with the press 
release if a news outlet would like to publish that as well. 

Aside from the list you have for district 47 - Rep. Merrin would like the press release sent to 
the Buckeye Institute and the larger newspapers as well (Dispatch, Plain Dealer, Dayton, 

The Blade Etc). 

Thanks again for your assistance, have a good day. 

Kind regards, 

Blake Springhetti 

Legislative Aide 

State Representative Derek Merrin 
47**^ House District 

77 S. High St, Floor | Columbus, OH 43215 
Blake.Sprinqhetti@ohiohouse.qov | (614) 466-1731 



Ohio House of Representatives 

Majority Commuoications Department 

For Immediate Release: Contact; Blake Springhetti 

February 16, 2017 [614) 466-1731 

Representative Derek Merrin Introduces "Fuel Tax 

Transparency Act" 

COLUMBUS— State Representative Derek Merrin [R-Monclova Township) has 
introduced the "Fuel Tax Transparency Act" that would require a sticker to be placed on 
all retail fuel pumps displaying federal and state fuel tax rates. Ohio currently imposes a 
28-cents-per-gallon tax on gasoline and diesel. The federal tax rate is 18.4 cents per 
gallon on gasoline and a 24.4 cents for diesel fuel. 

"Taxation must be transparent. With this bill, Ohioans will be empowered to clearly see 
the fuel taxes they’re paying," said Representative Merrin. 

Ohioans pay about $3 billion annually in state and federal fuel taxes. Although fuel taxes 
generate significant revenue, the taxes are unnoticed by many motorists at the fuel 
pumps. The bill seeks to inform taxpayers. 

"1 want a bright light put on taxation, so taxpayers know the true cost of government," 
Merrin said. Transparency is necessary to hold government accountable. Citizens armed 
with knowledge and facts improve government." 

House Bill 70 requires county auditors or city sealers to affix the fuel tax sticker to all 
retail fuel pumps. The Department of Agriculture will a produce a uniform sticker to be 
used statewide. The legislation provides the requirements for the text, size, and design 
of stickers. County auditors and city sealers will have a year to affix stickers enabling 
them to simultaneously affix their weights and measures sticker along with the fuel tax 
sticker. 

"The bill has incredible momentum, and Ohio has opportunity to be a national leader in 
tax transparency," Merrin said. 

Texas implemented similar legislation in 2015, requiring a fuel tax notice on all fuel 
pumps. The bill has earned bipartisan support, generating 20 co-sponsors in the Ohio 
House of Representatives. House Bill 70 awaits a committee designation. 









-30- 


For more information, please contact Blake Springhetti at 614-466-1731 or 
Blake.Springhetti(5)ohiohouse.gov . 
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From: Shamblin, James 

Sent: Friday, February 17, 2017 3:02 PM 

To: Rep37 

CC; Roegner, Kristina 

Subject: COMMITTEE NOTICE: The House Committee on Federalism and 
Interstate Relations 


Announcement of Committee Meeting 



COMMITTEE: The House Committee on Federalism and Interstate 
Relations 


CHAIR: Kristina D. Roegner 

DATE: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 

ROOM : Statehouse Room 115 

TIME: 4:00 PM 


Committee Agenda : 








1. Committee and Member Introduction 


2. Appointment of Committee Secretary 

3. Adoption of Committee Rules 

4. Presentation: Introduction and overview of Federalism 
from Daniel J. Dew of the Buckeye Institute and Peter 
Shane from The Ohio State University, Moritz College of 
Law. 


The Chair respectfully requests that testifying parties submit testimony to her office 

24 hours prior to committee . 

Testimony can be submitted to: iames.shamblin@ohiohouse.gov 





From: Miller, Josh 

Sent; Friday, February 17, 2017 4:12 PM 
To: Members_All; Staff_All 

Subject; Co-sponsor Request: Private Sector Right to Work 



Tom Brinkman, Jr. 

State Representative, 2T^‘District 
MEMORANDUM 
To: All House Members 

From: Representative Tom Brinkman, Jr. 

Date: February 17*^ 2017 

RE: Private Sector Right to Work 


I will soon be introducing Private Sector Right to Work legislation. Our neighboring 
states of Michigan^ Kentucky, West Virginia, and Indiana have passed Right to Work, 
and it is iong overdue here in Ohio. 

This Important bill will help make Ohio businesses more competitive and prosperous 
by eliminating forced union dues and memberships. No one should be forced to 
pay a union to get or keep a job. 

If you are interested in co-sponsoring please contact my legislative aide Josh Miller 
at 614-644-6886 or Josh.MiHer@ohiohouse.gov by the close of business on March 


Thank you. 


Tom Brinkman, Jr. 





Ohio House of Representatives 
District 27 



From: Westlake, Libby 

Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 10:49 AM 

To: Best, Carolyn; Adams, Alexandra; Slack, Cora; Miller, Brad; Cho, Joy 
CC: Rossman, Brent 

Subject: COLUMN ALERT - Goodman Right to Work (sending at 11:30) 


February 21,2017 
Contact: Brent Rossman 
(614) 644-6265 


Guest Column from State Representative Wesley A. 

Goodman 

Right-to-Work: It's high time, Ohio 


On February 6*, Missouri's Governor signed right-to-work legislation into law, making 
Missouri the 28^^ state to wake up to the fact that freedom of choice for workers is a 
major boon for their citizens, businesses, and economies. 


The Midwest is now swelling with right-to-work states. Both Indiana and Michigan 
became right-to-work states in 2012. West Virginia passed legislation in 2016, as did 
Kentucky in 2017. The only remaining state bordering Ohio without right-to-work 
legislation is Pennsylvania. Ohio, Illinois, and Minnesota are now the only non-right-to- 
work states in the Midwest. The South is solidly right-to-work, from Texas and 
Oklahoma east all the way to Florida and Virginia. It is clear that right-to-work has 
reached a tipping point, and states that have not enacted legislation are becoming an 
anomaly, especially in our region of the country. Unfortunately for Ohioans, this means 
that our state is falling behind the competition and losing jobs and opportunities to 
surrounding states. 


The concept behind right-to-work legislation is simple: let workers decide if they want 
to join a union or not. The right of individuals to form associations is a touchstone of 
American democracy, contributing as much to our culture as it does to our economy. 
However, when associations become involuntary and dues are forced as a condition of 



employment—as many union contracts dictate—this is no right of association, but a 
violation of individual liberty and personal decision making. 

Right“tO“Work laws do not prohibit unions. They simply make union dues voluntary, 
returning to individuals the choice over whether they wish to belong to that union. This 
allows employees to withdraw their support and hard earned dollars from a union if 
they do not agree with its positions or feel it is no longer an effective advocate for their 
interests, and still maintain their livelihood. 


Right-to-work laws also provide a considerable economic advantage, as they are often a 
major factor for businesses when deciding where to locate. Between 1990 and 2014, 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics data show that employment in right-to-work states grew 
twice as fast as it did in non-right-to-work states. 


If Ohio does not act now, we will continue to lose out to surrounding states. That is why 
1 am working with my colleagues at the Statehouse to ensure that all Ohioans have 
freedom in the workplace. I am encouraged that federal lawmakers also introduced a 
right-to-work bill in Congress on February 


Until the much needed relief comes, however, local governments now have the ability to 
enact right-to-work policies locally. In November of last year, the United States 6* 
Circuit Court of Appeals issued a ruling upholding the right of local jurisdictions to 
enact such policies. This case came out of Kentucl^, which now has statewide right-to- 
work legislation, due in part to the pressure that local governments put on the state 
legislature through their own right-to-work policies. 


While I hope that we soon have right-to-work statewide or nationally, I applaud any 
local governments who decide to take matters into their own hands and act in the 
interest of their citizens and their economic vitality. 


God bless, 



Wesley A. Goodman 




State Representative 
87^ House District 



From: Westlake, Libby 

Sent: Friday, Febmary 24, 2017 8:25 AM 

To: Westlake, Libby 

Subject: E-Clips for 2/24/2017 


House E-Cups 

2/24/2017 


Ohio. Wisconsin kick-start talks on managing Trump effect 

Republican legislative leaders from Ohio and Wisconsin are working together, hoping other 
states will join them, as they prepare for changes in how the federal government under 
President Donald Trump deals with states. 

Kasich cleared to give State of the State speech in Sandusky 

Ohio iawmakers have signed off on the governor's plan to deliver his annuai State of the 
State speech in Sandusky. 

Ohio task force finds mixed progress on college cost-cutting 

The group said too few schools have identified how resources will improve college 
affordability and education quality. 

Trump-era challenges bring Ohio. Wisconsin leaders together 

Republican legislative leaders from Ohio and Wisconsin came together Thursday for what 
they hope will be an ongoing collaborative effort to prepare for when the Trump 
administration begins handing states more authority. 

Plan would cut penalty for missing front plate 

Ohio lawmakers took a small step toward reducing the penaity for missing front license 
piates and exempted natural gas fleets from taxation in changes Thursday to the proposed 
state transportation budget. 

Lt, Gov. Taylor creates gubernatorial campaign committee 

It comes as no surprise, but Mary Taylor now is a formal candidate in the crowded field for 
the Republican nomination for governor in 2018. 











Kasich summoned to help craft Medicaid solution amid Obamacare 

REPEAL 

Ohio Gov. John Kasich is among a small group of governors being called upon by 
congressional Republicans to help craft a solution to the Medicaid expansion conundrum 
amid the repeal and replacement of Obamacare. 

Dayton Daily News 

New rules set for medical marruana use in Ohio 

Ohio is taking steps to make sure medical marijuana isn't pitched In a way that is attractive 
to kids by banning cartoon characters, candy look-alikes and fruit shapes and requiring 
child-resistant packaging. 

Ohio step closer to raising license plate, driver^s license fees 

The Ohio House is scheduled to vote on a transportation budget bill Tuesday that includes 
increases in fees paid for vehicle plates and driver's licenses. 

Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor signals she's running for governor in 2018 

Republican Mary Taylor signaled on Thursday that she wants the top Job when she filed 
paperwork for a new campaign committee titled; "Mary Taylor for Governor." 


Mary Taylor for Governor launches 

In the surest sign yet that she will run for governor in 2018, Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor has formed 
a committee that allows her to begin campaigning and raising money for what stands to be 
a tough Republican primary. 

Ohio cities could stop paying prevailing wage to construction 
workers under proposed bill 

Local governments could opt out of paying Ohio's prevailing wage on public construction 
projects under a new proposal from state Sen. Matt Huffman. 

Sean Spicer headlining D.C. fundraiser for Ohio Sen. Frank LaRose 

White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer is headlining a Washington, D.C. fundraiser for 
Ohio Sen. Frank LaRose next week, according to a flier for the event. 

Proposed limits for medical mariiuana supply in Ohio among 

STRICTEST 

Proposed limits on how much medical marijuana Ohio patients could buy and possess 
would be among the strictest the country. 

2018 Ohio governor's race gets more 'official* with Mary Taylor: 


Ohio Politics Roundup 













Taylor takes the plunge: Ohio Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor on Thursday filed paperwork forming a 
gubernatorial campaign committee, and a website, www.marytaylorforgovernor.com, 
Cleveland.corn's Henry j. Gomez writes. 


School substitute was not certified, auditor says 

The state auditor is '"alarmed" after two local school districts hired a substitute who was not 
certified. 

Parked vehicles wouldn't be cited for missing front plate 

Those who want to eliminate Ohio's front license plate gained an inch Thursday. 

GOP EFFORT COULD AX PREVAILING WAGE RULE FOR CONSTRUCTION 
WORKERS 

Ohio's cities, townships and counties could decide to pay construction workers less than the 
state-mandated prevailing wage under a new GOP proposal - one that a union leader says 
abandons the blue-collar mandate from the election of President Donald Trump. 


Lt. Gov. Taylor announces bid for governor 

Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor, who has the support of current boss Gov. John Kasich, formed a 
committee Thursday for her own run for governor in 2018. 

Budget provision would cut vehicle fees in county 

A portion of registration fees Imposed on commercial vehicles would be cut in Lucas and 
three other counties, as part of an experiment to see If more trucks register in Ohio as a 
result, under a proposal headed for a House of Representatives vote next week. 







From; Gongwer News Service 

Sent: Friday, February 24, 2017 8:31 AM 

To: Miller, Brad 

Subject: Ohio Media Clips, Friday, February 24 



NEWS 




GOP effort could ax prevailing wage for workers (Cincinnati Enquirer, 
2/24/2017) 

Hundreds gather to protest Mitch McConnell and Donald Trump 
(Cincinnati Enquirer, 2/24/2017) 


2018 Ohio governor's race gets more 'official' with Mary Taylor: Ohio 
Politics Roundup (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/24/2017) 


Halt Ohio's ESSA plan until state testing is cut, 150 angry educators, 
officials tell state (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/24/2017) 


Indivisible town hall attendees take on the absent Rob Portman at 
Cleveland church (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/24/2017) 

Ohio cities could stop paying prevailing wage to construction workers 
under proposed bill (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/24/2017) 

Proposed limits for medical marijuana supply in Ohio among strictest 
(Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/24/2017) 





Sean Spicer headlining D.C. fundraiser for Ohio Sen. Frank LaRose 
(Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/24/2017) 

Buckeye, Cheesehead leaders team up to tackle Trump-era challenges 
(Columbus Dispatch, 2/24/2017) 

GOP leaders oppose teacher ‘externship' plan (Columbus Dispatch, 
2/24/2017) 

Kasich summoned to help craft Medicaid solution amid Obamacare 
repeal (Columbus Dispatch, 2/24/2017) 

Mary Taylor now formally governor candidate (Columbus Dispatch, 
2/24/2017) 

Natural gas tax kicked from budget (Columbus Dispatch, 2/24/2017) 

Trump's transgender policy won't change how most local schools 
operate (Columbus Dispatch, 2/24/2017) 

Who really stopped Dems from attending Portman speech? (Columbus 
Dispatch, 2/24/2017) 

Bills would streamline prescription process for Ohio patients (Dayton 
Daily News, 2/24/2017) 

John Boehner: Repealing Obamacare just ‘happy talk' (Dayton Daily 
News, 2/24/2017) 

New rules set for medical marijuana use in Ohio (Dayton Daily News, 
2/24/2017) 

Gun silencer bills could spark sales (Toledo Blade, 2/24/2017) 

Report finds $1B in savings in higher ed (Toledo Blade, 2/24/2017) 


EDITORIALS 



WfiMUiimmMIimHiiiMriiMiWMiiimMiMMimiMMuMiliimmiiiiiim 

Deportation force, as pledged (Akron Beacon Journal, 2/24/2017) 
Editorial: Talking is better than dodging (Columbus Dispatch, 2/24/2017) 


Portman under wraps (Toledo Blade, 2/24/2017) 

























































































































































































































































































From: GongwerNews Service 

Sent; Monday, February 27, 2017 8:29 AM 

To: Miller, Brad 

Subject: Ohio Media Clips, Monday, February 27 



NEWS 


wmmmfmimmimmmimimmmmmmmmmmmmmimmmmmmmmmimimmmmmmmmmmh 


Kasich cleared to give State of the State speech in Sandusky (Akron 
Beacon Journal, 2/27/2017) 


Ohio bill outlawing marital rape gets no GOP support, again (Akron 
Beacon Journal, 2/27/2017) 

After bitter feud, Kasich and Trump try to mend fences (Cincinnati 
Enquirer, 2/27/2017) 

Kasich budget assumes Cincinnati could raise more taxes (Cincinnati 
Enquirer, 2/27/2017) 

Kasich to GOP: Full Obamacare repeal 'not acceptable' (Cincinnati 
Enquirer, 2/27/2017) 

Portman denies keeping Democrats out of political event (Cincinnati 
Enquirer, 2/27/2017) 

Gov. John Kasich and Rep. Jim Jordan duel on TV over Obamacare 
repeal (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/27/2017) 










Gov. John Kasich talks with President Trump about reforming 
Obamacare (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/27/2017) 

Ohio congress members seek investigation of Jewish community center 
bomb threats (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/27/2017) 

Tom Gunlock, former state school board president, leaves board 
(Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/27/2017) 

Capitol Insider: Kasich can relate to Trump's kerfuffles (Columbus 
Dispatch, 2/27/2017) 

Grass-roots foes of Trump, GOP make noise in Ohio (Columbus 
Dispatch, 2/27/2017) 

Kasich says town hall protests might be getting through to Capitol Hill 
(Columbus Dispatch, 2/27/2017) 

Kasich, GOP at odds over Medicaid coverage (Columbus Dispatch, 
2/27/2017) 

Ohio may pay counties to take inmates off its hands (Columbus 
Dispatch, 2/27/2017) 

Trump has many believers in small-town Ohio (Columbus Dispatch, 
2/27/2017) 

Kasich fights for federal health care funds (Dayton Daily News, 2/27/2017) 

Local governments told to 'open books’ (Toledo Blade, 2/27/2017) 

Ohio officers tasked with keeping race, gender data (Toledo Blade, 
2/27/2017) 


EDITORIALS 






A better death penalty for Ohio (Akron Beacon Journal, 2/27/2017) 


Bickering over Gov. Kasich's traveling State of the State passes for 
political discourse in Ohio: Thomas Suddes (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 
2/27/2017) 

Keep defending Ohio Medicaid expansion, Gov. Kasich: editorial 
(Cleveland Plain Dealer, 2/27/2017) 

Editorial: Victims seek more court leverage (Columbus Dispatch, 
2/27/2017) 

Governor got this right (Toledo Blade, 2/27/2017) 

Right-to-work law still totally wrong for Ohio (Youngstown Vindicator, 
2/27/2017) 














































From: Springhetti, Blake 

Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 12:10 PM 

To: Miller, Brad 

Subject: For Release 

Attachments: Epi Pen Bill Press Release Updated.docx 


Good afternoon Brad, 

The attached press release Is good to go. Along with the news outlets you have on file for 

district 47, please send the press release to the following outlets: 

The Buckeye Institute and the larger newspapers in the state; 

and to the following emails 
news@abc22now.com 
iviviano@dispatch.com 
news@cleveland.com 
thoweii@washingtontimes.com. 
rvan.quinn@wvgazettemail.com 
scitimes@nvtimes.com 
david.lazarus@latimes.com 
carolvn.iohnson@washpost.com 
dmclaughlin9@bloomberg.net 
iawatts@kpix.cbs.com 
kristvn.hartman@10tv.com 
iames.hood@consumeraffairs.com 
aciaccia@ohiopharmacists.org 
dhuriev@capitol"Consulting.net 

Thanks again for your assistance. 

Kind regards, 

Blake Springhetti 

Legislative Aide 

State Representative Derek Merrin 

47^^ House District 

77 S. High St. 11*^^ Floor | Columbus, OH 43215 

Blake.Sprinahetti@ohiohouse.qov | (614) 466-1731 














Ohio House of Representatives 

MaJoritj Communications Department 

For Immediate Release: Contact: Blake Springhetti 

February 28, 2017 (614) 466-1731 

State Representative Derek Merrin Introduces the 
“Epinephrine Accessibility Act” 

COLUMBUS— State Representative Derek Merrin (R-Monclova Township) introduced 
House Bill 101, known as the "Epinephrine Accessibility Act/' which seeks to make 
epinephrine auto-injectors more affordable and accessible. National media has reported 
on the sky-rocketing cost for EpiPens, produced by Mylan Pharmaceuticals, which is 
reported to control about 90 percent of the epinephrine auto-injector market. The price 
for EpiPens has increased about 500 percent in recent years, standing at a $600 retail 
price. 

"The key is eliminating government barriers that restrict the free-market availability and 
consumer access to EpiPen competitors," Merrin said. "Mylan Pharmaceuticals, drug 
maker of EpiPen, is exploiting its virtual monopoly in the epinephrine auto-injector 
space." 

House Bill 101 allows pharmacists to substitute a prescribed, brand-name epinephrine 
auto-injector for a pharmaceutically equivalent epinephrine auto-injector. For example, 
if a physician prescribes EpiPen that retails at $600, a pharmacist could substitute a less 
expensive alternative, with the patient’s consent, that retails as low as $100. 

Epinephrine auto-injectors are not substitutable under current state law in most 
instances. 

Also, the bill enables pharmacists to dispense epinephrine auto-injectors to adults 18 
years of age or older, under a physician's protocol. The Ohio Board of Pharmacy, with 
consultation of the State Medical Board of Ohio, will establish protocol requirements that 
govern the conditions under which pharmacists can dispense epinephrine auto-injectors 
to adults without a prescription. 

"This legislation is a free-market solution to the exorbitant cost of epinephrine auto¬ 
injectors. By easing access and government restrictions, consumers will have a better 
opportunity to obtain epinephrine auto-injectors at a lower cost," said Representative 
Merrin. 




For Ohioans at risk of anaphylactic shock, epinephrine delivered by an auto-injector is a 
medical necessity and often life-saving. However, the price has become a barrier to 
access and attainability. The good news is there are multiple epinephrine auto-injectors 
on the market and more in the pipeline. Under this bill, consumers will have increased 
ability to work with pharmacists to secure the best epinephrine auto-injector at a 
competitive price. 

Antonio Ciaccia, Director of Government & Public Affairs for the Ohio Pharmacists 
Association, said, 

“Representative Merrin's bill checks all the boxes for what makes great legislation: 
eliminating barriers, easing access, reducing unnecessary hassles, and facilitating better 
competition. It could help save families hundreds of dollars per year and provide them 
with access to a lifesaving medication." 

House Bill 101 has earned bipartisan support in the Ohio House of Representatives and 
awaits committee designation. 


-30- 

For more information, please contact Blake Springhetti at 614-466-1731 or 
Blake.Springhetti(5)ohiohouse.gov . 


From: Miller, Brad 

Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 2:55 PM 
To: Springhetti, Blake 
Subject: RE: For Release 


Hey Blake -1 can send to the following list. But we typically only send things to the press, so 
I'd suggest that you send it out to any of the other organizations or firms that you wish (i.e. 
the bottom three on the list below). I just think it makes more sense for those places to 
receive it from your office, rather than from the Comms department 

-Brad 

From: Springhetti, Blake 

Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 12:10 PM 

To: Miller, Brad <Brad.Miller@ohiohouse.gov> 

Subject: For Release 

Good afternoon Brad, 

The attached press release is good to go. Along with the news outlets you have on file for 
district 47, please send the press release to the following outlets: 

The Buckeye Institute and the larger newspapers in the state; 

and to the following emails 
news (S)abc22now.com 
iviviano(5)dispatch.com 
news@cleveland.com 
thowell@washingtontimes.com. 
rvan.quinn@wvgazettemail.com 
scitimes@nvtimes.com 
david.lazarus@latimes.com 
carolvn.iohnson@washpost.com 
dmclaughlin9@bloomberg.net 
iawatts@kpix.cbs.com 
kristvn.hartman@10tv.com 
iames.hoQd@consumeraffairs.com 
aciaccia@ohiopharmacists.org 
dhurlev@capitol-consulting.net 



Thanks again for your assistance. 


Kind regards, 

Blake Springhetti 

Legislative Aide 

State Representative Derek Merrin 
47*^ House District 

77 S. High St. 11*^ Floor | Columbus, OH 43215 
Blake.Sprinahettl@ohiohouse.qov | (614) 466-1731 





From: Springhetti, Blake 

Sent: Tuesday, Febmaiy 28, 2017 2:59 PM 

To: Miller, Brad 

Subject: RE: For Release 


That makes sense, thanks Brad. 

Kind regards, 

Blake SpringhettI 

Legislative Aide 

State Representative Derek Merrin 
47**^ House District 

77 S. High St., 11**’ Floor | Columbus, OH 43215 
Blake.Sprinahetti@ohiohouse.qov | (614) 466-1731 


From: Miller, Brad 

Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 2:55 PM 

To: Springhetti, Blake <Blake.Springhetti@ohiohouse.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Release 

Hey Blake -1 can send to the following list. But we typically only send things to the press, so 
Fd suggest that you send it out to any of the other organizations or firms that you wish (I.e. 
the bottom three on the list below). I just think it makes more sense for those places to 
receive It from your office, rather than from the Comms department. 

-Brad 

From: Springhetti, Blake 

Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 12:10 PM 

To: Miller, Brad < Brad.Miller@ohiohouse.gov > 

Subject: For Release 

Good afternoon Brad, 

The attached press release Is good to go. Along with the news outlets you have on file for 
district 47, please send the press release to the following outlets: 

The Buckeye Institute and the larger newspapers in the state; 

and to the following emails 
news(S)abc22now.com 






iviviano@disDatch.com 

new5@cleveland.com 

thowell@washingtontime$.com. 

rvan.auinn@wvgazettemail.com 

scitimes@nvtimes.com 

david.lazarus@latimes.com 

carolvn.iohnson@washpost.com 

dmclaughlin9@bloomberg.net 

iawatts@kpix.cbs.com 

kristvn.hartman@10tv.com 

iames.hood@consumeraffair 5 .com 

aciaccia@ohiopharmacists.org 

dhuriev@capitol-con5ulting.net 

Thanks again for your assistance. 

Kind regards, 

Blake Springhetti 

Legislative Aide 

State Representative Derek Merrin 

47**^ House District 

77 S. High St, Floor | Columbus, OH 43215 

Blake.Sprinahetti@ohiohouse.qov | (614) 466-1731 












From: Miller, Brad 

Sent: Monday, March 6, 2017 8:30 AM 

To: Best, Carolyn; Westlake, Libby; Adams, Alexandra; Slack, Cora; Cho, Joy 
Subject: ALERT: Week in Review (sending at 11) 


Phi© House m Representatives 

Majqnt^ Comnmnicatiom 

GOP Week in Review 

2121117 -ZlSin 



Toledo Blade: Ohio House approves $7.8B for transportation 

"This is a declining revenue source,” said Rep. Robert McColIey [R., Napoleon], the bill’s 
sponsor. "Ohioans are paying less gas tax now than they have in years past. It's actually 
getting below the $8 billion mark." 

The Lima News: McCollev helps pass state transportation budget 

McColley also chairs the House Finance Subcommittee on Transportation, which played 
a key role in crafting the bill. "House Bill 26 strikes a balance between financing Ohio’s 
transportation priorities while being a responsible watchdog of taxpayer dollars,” he 
said. "A lot of creative ideas and input went into the crafting of this budget, and I am 
confident that it will help Ohio meet its infrastructure needs in the future." 

Gallipolis Paflv Tribune: Ohio House passes transportation budget 

"This infrastructure package is an important step to rebuild our communities," said 
House Finance Chair Ryan Smith (R-Bidwell). “The transportation budget makes an 
investment of $7.8 billion that will maintain our roads and improve our economic 
competitiveness." 

Cincinnati Business Courier: Cincinnati could reap big benefits from Ohio 
transportation bill 

"We all know there's not enough money to do everything we need to do," said Rep. Doug 
Green, R-Mount Grab, chairman of the House’s transportation committee. 

Circleville Herald: Rep. Scherer Votes for State Transportation Budget 

"I am pleased with the passage and to be a co-sponsor of the transportation budget,” said 
Scherer. "This passage allows for us to put funding back into our state's infrastructure 
and continue growth all across the state of Ohio." 




The Morning fournal: Ohio lawmaker's highway bill aims to reach suffering 
veterans 

State Rep. Steve Hambley says it could help remind veterans suffering from post- 
traumatic stress disorder to reach out for help. 

The Morning lournal: Ohio House approves bill on protective orders for dating 
violence 

Rep. Emelia Strong Sykes, an Altron Democrat, and Rep. Nathan Manning, a North 
Ridgeville Republican, are sponsoring the hill. 

Youngstown Vindicator: Pharmacists could offer much cheaper version of EpiPen if 
Ohio bill becomes law 

The Blade reports the bill introduced last week by state Rep. Derek Merrin would allow 
substitution only with the patient’s permission. Doctors still can insist on the brand- 
name EpiPen. Merrin, a Republican, says he sees the bill as a national model, "free-market 
solution" to the Mylan pricing issue. 

The Morning lournal: Ohio Rep. Wes Retherford reintroduces bill aimed at curbing 
elder abuse 

State Rep. Wes Retherford's Elder Justice Act unanimously cleared the Ohio House last 
year.... Retherford, a Hamilton Republican, said changes have been made to the bill to 
address the issues raised. 

Davton Daily News: Butler County lawmaker re-introduces elder abuse bill 

Retherford said he and now former Ohio Rep. Mike Dovilla, R-Berea, moved in 2014 to 
put a $10 million appropriation for Adult Protective Services in the Mid-Biennium 
Review bill in anticipation of the Elder Justice Act "because that was the number one 
concern we heard back." 

Cincinnati Enquirer: Guest column from Rep. John Becker: New right-to-work bill 
restores workers' rights 

It’s about freedom. I authored Ohio House Bill 53 to restore the freedom of association 
to public-sector employees. This right-to-work legislation provides public-sector 
workers the freedom to opt out of union representation and dues. A private sector right 
to work bill will soon be introduced by one of my colleagues in the Ohio House of 
Representatives. 

Mount Vernon News: Goodwill opens in Fredericktown 

Rick Carfagna, State Representative of House District 68, was there to give the store an 
official welcome from the Ohio House of Representatives. 

The Findlay Courier: Editorial: SNAP fraud 

Two lawmakers, Rep. Tim Schaffer, R-Lancaster, and Sen. Matt Huffman, R-Lima, have 
proposed legislation that would add photos to food stamp EBT cards in an effort to 










reduce "trafficking," in which recipients swap SNAP benefits for money. The bills are 
worth consideration. 

Van Wert Independent: State legislators meet with SWCD staff 
State Representative Craig Riedel and State Senator Cliff Hite met this past week with 
representatives of the Van Wert County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) at 
the recent annual "Conservation Partnership Meeting" held in downtown Columbus. 

The Morrow Countv Sentinel: Mount Gilead High School seniors engage education 
experts in discussion 

Ohio House Representative from District 87, Wesley A. Goodman also discussed state and 
national perspectives on education with the students. 

Record Herald: Guest column from Speaker Cliff Rosenberger: Coming to gether to 
celebrate Ohio history 

It is no secret that I am a history enthusiast, especially when it comes to the stories of our 
state and nation. This week marked Ohio's 214th birthday, 214 years since its official 
induction into the United States. 

Circleville Herald: Rep. Scherer honors essay winner 

"I was honored to be able to recognize Kalila for her tremendous work in this competition 
and I was pleased to be able to discuss her passion for the issues she addressed in her 
writing piece," Scherer said. 

Sentinel-Tribune: Gavarone appointed to House Finance Committee 

"I am honored by the speaker's decision to appoint me to House Finance Committee,” 
Gavarone said. "I am excited to work with Chairman Smith and the other members of the 
Finance Committee as we move towards delivering a budget that benefits all citizens of 
Ohio." 

Salem News: State Representative honors Wilson as state champion 

"It was an absolute privilege to honor Jared with a resolution today," Ginter said. "Jared 
is a tremendously talented golfer, but also a very dedicated student for which he should 
be commended. I believe that Jared has a very bright future ahead." 

Record Herald: Peterson discusses tax policy with municipal leaders 

"It's important that we, as members of the House and Senate continue to meet with the 
representatives of our local municipalities, especially during the budget season," said 
Representative Anielski. "Hearing their concerns allows us to craft a better, more 
responsive budget for the state of Ohio that works well on every level of governance." 

WCMH: Ohio lawmakers hold first hearing on 7udv's Law' 

"The judge and the prosecutor did their job the best they could under current law," 
Hughes said. "It's now time for us in the legislature to do our job to ensure that victims 
like Judy receive the justice they deserve." 






WSPD: Ohio lawmakers want harsher penalties for distracted driving 

"Law enforcement at that time would determine that distracted driving was the cause of 
the primary or contributing factor. The law enforcement officer could then charge an 
additional charge on with that which would be a minor misdemeanor," Hughes says. 



